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Christ into 

our lives  

and out  

into the  

world. 

FUMC E-LETTER 
A publication of 

First United Methodist Church of Rockwall 

“Taking Christ into our lives through commitment, covenant, 

community and celebration as disciples and out into the world as 

witnesses to serve, share and grow in our love of God and neighbor.” 

November 2009 
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On Sunday, October 4, 2009, members of our church and the launch 
team of the FaithBridge Church: A United Methodist Community, a 
ministry of our church, were commissioned for service. This is historic 
and eternal as a new church is launched for the sole purpose of reaching 
people for Jesus Christ.  Few churches have as a part of their history the 
sponsoring of another church.  We celebrated the first public worship 
service on Sunday, October 11, 2009 at 10:30 a.m.  Our goal is to have  
Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀȅΣ άL ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ hǾŜǊ мрс ȅŜŀǊǎ 
ŀƎƻΣ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŜŘΦ bƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ 
time to return the favor and the blessing. Spread the word, invite your 
friends and acquaintances, and support this ministry through your 
prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. Pray for Rev Frank Rahm 
and the leadership FaithBridge as the doors are now open and ministry 
has begun.  

ά9ƴƻǳƎƘΧέ 

EnoughΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƛǎ άŜƴƻǳƎƘέ ς enough? A highlight of the month of 
October was our emphasis on stewardship as a part of our spiritual 
disciplines. Five of our adult Sunday school classes are studying Adam 
IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ ά9ƴƻǳƎƘΦέ {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴto our 
current financial meltdown and anxiety will be addressed. Sermons 
focused on our unique capacity to be defined by generosity and balance 
the cultural drive to excess. We discovered our need to be generous, the 
blessings that follow, and how to be stewards of all God has entrusted to 
ǳǎΦ ά9ƴƻǳƎƘέ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ those who signed up on the request sheets.  
Please go to the Administrative Office to pick up your copy. Hopefully by 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǿƘŜƴ άŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƛǎ 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦέ {ee you Sunday, 

Your Pastor and Friend,  

 
Joe Pool 

 

FALL 

FEST 
 

Sunday, October 
25th  - 5:00pm to 

7:00pm 
 

All children, grandchildren, 
and friends are invited!  
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NEW MEMBERS  

First United Methodist Church of Rockwall 
1200 E Yellow Jacket, Rockwall TX 75087 

Fax: 972.771.5546  Office: 972.771.5500  www.fumcrockwall.com  
 

Mission Statement 

" Taking Christ into our lives through commitment, covenant,  

community and celebration as disciples and out into the world as  

witnesses to serve, share, and grow in our love of God and neighbor." 
 

Sunday Worship Services at 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Adult Sunday School at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.  Children and Youth Sunday School at 9:30 
   

Staff 

Dr. Joe Pool, Pastor jpool@fumcrockwall.com  

Rev. Valarie Englert, Associate Pastor venglert@fumcrockwall.com 

Rev.Frank Rahm, FaithBridge Pastor frahm@fumcrockwall.com  

Rev. Alan Clark, Minister of Music & the Arts aclark@fumcrockwall.com 

Rev.Christina Hildebrand, Minister of Children & Families                   childebrand@fumcrockwall.com  

Rev. Paul Maletic, Youth Minister pmaletic@fumcrockwall.com  

Greg Humphries, FCBA,  Director of Finance & Administration. ghumphries@fumcrockwall.com 

Bonnie Klein, Finance bklein@fumcrockwall.com 

Laurie Wilder, Director of The Ark Preschool lwilder@fumcrockwall.com 

Amy Swiney, Children & Families Assistant aswiney@fumcrockwall.com  

Debbie Sanford, Office Assistant dsanford@fumcrockwall.com   jweyrauch@fumcrockwall.comJune Overholt, Pianist overholtcatering@msn.com 

Jennifer Potter, Communications Secretary jpotter@fumcrockwall.com 

Ruth Sears, Membership Volunteer rsears@fumcrockwall.com 

Erika Manning, Wedding Coordinator erikamanning@sbcglobal.net  

Patrick Conger, MaintenanceEngineer/IT 

Sandra Fouse, Nursery Coordinator  

 

2009  Church Council & Coordinating Team Leaders 

Lay Leader Marion Miller 972.722.3170 pmillertam59@juno.com 

Church Council Chair Ruth Sears    

Family & Life Enhan. Chair    

Youth Ministry Chair     

Adult Coord. Team Chair     

Childrenôs Coord. Team Chair Jolynn Meyer Perkins   mickey@airmail.net  

ARK Gov. Board Chair Archie Underwood    

Communications Chair   e-letter@fumcrockwall.com 

Worship Team Chair Debbie Moeller   

Missions Team Chair Rich Thompson    

Evangelism Team Chair    

Trustees Chair Justin Webb   

SPRC Chair Chad Meacham    

Finance Chair Neil Conway    

Stewardship Chair Kirk Ragsdale   

United Meth.Women Pres. Kathy Lane  kathylane29@tx.rr.com  

United Meth.Men Contact Greg Humphries 972.771.5500 ghumphries@fumcrockwall.com  

Building Committee Chair Phil Miller 972.722.3170 pmillertam59@juno.com 

Scouting Coordinator John Hamil 972.771.3661 john.hamil@charter.net  

Other Church Council Officers : Vice Chair Dale Cherry; Secretary Chris Conway 

At Large Church Council Representatives: 

Michelle Ghormley, Ray Yeater, Joetta Douglas, Justin Webb, Paul Cooper, Erika Manning,  

Josie Turner, Gloria Bishop, Fred Hansen, Larry Parks, Dani Marsh, Suzy Carr, Rob Sherwin,  

Tom Johnson, Pete Andrews, Ed Giraldo, Susan Chambers, John Piesen, Janice Garrett, Julie Klutts, 

Myron Weidenbach, Larry Daniel, Bob Boulware 

 

Mrs. Gene Harbur 

Justin, Holly & Jenna Blackburn 

James & Sharon Colwell 

Chris, Joyce, Meris & Seth 

Ghormley 

Leslie Rightmire & Damien Rex 

Anton, Deborah, Hannah & Travis 

Olsen 

Brandy & Nathan Bryant 

Heath, Denise, Ashley & Aiden 

Jackson 

Billie Pittalima 

Tom & Dixie Parris 

Tom, Antonio, Eva & Emma 

Stinnett 

BAPTISMS 

Damien Avery Rex 

Isiah Craig Fowler 

Thor Zachariah Eaton 

Check out our website at 
www.FumcRockwall.com.  

 
To submit a newsletter item,  

please e-mail  
e-Letter@fumcrockwall.com  or leave the 

information in the church office  
marked Attn: Newsletter. 

 

http://www.fumcrockwall.com/
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YTD ó09 YTD ó08 $ Change % Change 

Income     

    Building Use 
44,060.00 72,284.54 -28,224.54 -39.0% 

    Giving Income 1,164,122.23 1,114,517.50 49,604.73 4.5% 
Total Income 

1,208,182.23 1,186,802.04 21,380.19 1.8% 
     
Expense     

    Conference Expense 141,699.46 116,398.56 25,300.90 21.7% 
    Ministries & Programs 70,699.02 76,596.67 -5,897.65 -7.7% 
    SPRC 555,032.21 564,421.78 -9,389.57 -1.7% 
    Office Administration 

33,127.65 38,525.75 -5,398.10 -14.0% 
    Trustees 515,195.65 471,295.28 43,900.37 9.3% 
Total Expense 

1,315,753.99 1,267,238.04 48,515.95 3.8% 
     
Net Ordinary Income 

-107,571.76 -80,436.00 -27,135.76 -33.7% 

YTD '09 Budget $ Remaining % of Budget 

Income     

    Building Use 44,060.00 60,000.00 -15,940.00 73.4% 

    Giving Income 1,164,122.23 1,746,000.00 -581,877.77 66.7% 

  Total Income 1,208,182.23 1,806,000.00 -597,817.77 66.9% 

     

Expense     

    Conference Expense 141,699.46 160,760.00 -19,060.54 88.1% 

    Ministries & Programs 70,600.02 124,920.00 -54,220.98 56.6% 

    SPRC 555,032.21 758,888.00 -203,855.79 73.1% 

    Office Administration 33,127.65 49,432.00 -16,304.35 67.0% 

    Trustees 515,195.65 712,000.00 -196,804.35 72.4% 

Total Expense 1,315,753.99 1,806,000.00 -490,246.01 72.9% 

     

Balance -107,571.76 0.00 -107,571.76 100.0% 
 

    

As you can tell from the top chart, our financial position is very similar to the same time last year.  Giving Income is up 4.5% while 

Building Use income is down 39.0%.  Total income is barely up at 1.8%.  Building Use income is primarily from the Ark ñBuilding Use 

Feeò, which has decreased to a new configuration of their monthly payment to the church 

With expenses up just 3.8%, it is evident that your church is frugal.  The only expense areas that are up are Conference Expense 

and Trustees.  Both are areas that are primarily fixed costs.  Conference Expense includes apportionments and our  budgeted giving 

to FaithBridge.  

 Last year the deficit was made up in December.  This year will no doubt be the same.  With giving up 4.5%, the additional deficit 

(27,135.76) is a challenge, but not unusal.  Thanks to all that provide the gifts that keep the church vital so that the missions and 

ministries of First United Methodist Church providing services to so many in need. 

 

 

     First United Methodist Church of Rockwall Finances 
      

Income and Expense, Budget vs. Actual 
 

          Income and Expense, This Year to Last 
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Justin, Holly & Jenna Blackburn 

Joined August 23rd 

 James & Sharon Colwell 
Joined August 23rd 

 

  Chris, Joyce, Meris & Seth Ghormley 

Joined August 30th 11 am 

  

Leslie Rightmire & Damien Rex 

Joined September 6th Open Door  
 

 
 

    Anton, Deborah, Hannah & Travis Olsen 
Joined September 6th Open Door 

  

Heath, Denise, Ashley & Aiden 
Jackson 

Joined September 13th Open Door 

Welcome New Members! 
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Billie Pittalima 

Joined September 20th 8:15 am 

 

Tom, Antonio, Eva & Emma Stinnett 
Joined October 11th 9:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Tom & Dixie Parris 

Joined September 27th11:00 am 

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»«««««««««««««««««««««

«««««««« 
Birth Announcements 
 

              Ian Michael Dierschke 

Welcome New Members! 
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FaithBridge Church Launches 

For months and weeks, the launch team for our new daughter church has met, worked, and 

prayed in preparation for launching FaithBridge Church, A United Methodist Community and a 

ministry of First United Methodist Church in Rockwall.  On Sunday, October 11, our new daughter 

church opened its doors for the very first time.  People came from throughout our community to 

share fellowship and worship, to sing and pray together, and to hear the message of the risen Christ 

proclaimed.  The congregation was a mix of launch team members, supportive friends from the 

ñmotherò church, First UMC, and a healthy number of first-time guests.  These guests came in direct 

response to invitations they had received at various community events or at their own front door.  

There were over one hundred children, youth, parents, empty nesters, singles and marrieds. 

FaithBridge Church launched with a sermon series called ñBuilding Better Bridgesò, which will 

examine how we can create healthier connections between each other, between ourselves and God, 

and between our neighbors and God.  The scripture to start the new church was Mark 1:1-8, which 

reads in part, ñThe beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.ò  The central figure 

in this passage is John the Baptist who acts as a bridge between Israel and God because he 

connects Israel to Jesus.  Our call is the same as Godôs call upon John the Baptist.   

FaithBridge no longer has a launch team because FaithBridge is now launched.  One person 

asked, ñIf weôre no longer a launch team, what are we now?ò  Now, we are a church with the 

purpose of making more disciples for Jesus Christ.  Now, we are a bridge between our neighbors 

and God because we connect people to Jesus.  For more information, please visit the website at 

www.faithbridgechurch.net, or follow us on Twitter (look for faithbridgerock). 

 

ATTENTION ALL LADIES 

Youôre  Invited 

 

Community-Wide Ladies Fall Spiritual Conference,  

ñThe Weaver and The Threadò 

Saturday, November 14 2009, 8:00 a.m. ï 4:00 pm 

First United Methodist Church ï Rowlett,  4405 Main Street 

 

Weôll connect with the Master Weaver through fellowship, praise, witness and old-fashioned 

fun and food!  See further  details on the Registration Forms located in your home church 

office. Forms are due back to FUMC-Rowlett by November 1.  For questions please contact 

Sandy Bixler at 214.766.9047 or call the church office. 

 

http://www.faithbridgechurch.net/
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MISSION NEWSéé.  
  

Golf Tournament: Saturday, September 19, 2009 

Thanks to David Tipton for organizing our Fourth Annual Golf Tournament for Missions. Fifty-eight golfers enjoyed a 

beautiful day at the Waterview Golf Course, Rowlett. All proceeds go to the mission initiatives of our church. 

 

Mission Sunday: October 4, 2009 

Thanks to Christina Cavener for a moving and powerful message on her experience as a missionary to the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo. Flags, display tables, communion with breads from around the world, and the 

Prayer Booklet for Missions, thanks to Shelley Weidenbach. Thank you for your continued dedication to the missions 

of our church. 

 

Habitat for Humanity: 2 x 4 Sunday: September 20, 2009 

Over $2,000.00 was raised for Rockwallôs Habitat for Humanity through the 2x4 Sunday. Notes of encouragement, 

scripture verses and prayers were recorded on the 2x4s to be used in the next home build. Thank you for your 

support. 

 

Miles for India / Spaghetti Dinner / Sack Lunches after Church 

Miles for Missions has ended but not our opportunity to support India. Thanks to the Discovery Class for sponsoring 

the Spaghetti dinner after worship services on the 4
th
 of October.  Sack Lunches will be available for purchase on 

second Sundays of most months after the worship services in support of India missions.  

 

Wesley Rankin tamale Sunday: November 8, 2009 

Our friends from Wesley Rankin Community Center in west Dallas will be on hand November 8, 2009 with their 

annual tamale sale. Buy a dozen or several dozen. All proceeds go directly to this vital mission in Dallas.  

 

Turkey Baskets for Wilkinson Center, Dallas 

Once again we will be the only church providing turkey baskets for the Wilkinson Center in Dallas. We donated 365 

turkey baskets to the Center and Helping Hands, our local food bank. Watch for details on our website and in the 

worship bulletin. Dates to drop off your baskets are: Monday, November 23 and 24, 2009. 

 

Advent Giving Tree 

The Giving Tree benefitting the children of the Methodist Home, Waco, Wesley Rankin, Camp Discovery, and 

Helping Hands will be available beginning November 22, 2009. We have great need this year and a great 

opportunity to help hundreds of children and youth. Visit the display in the Narthex of the main building. 

 

!5±9b¢ L{ /haLbDΧ!w9 ¸h¦ tw9t!w95Κ 

Come join the ñBirth Narrativesò Bible Study 

8 Sundaysé 5:00-6:30 pmé starting October 25
th

 ï December 13
th 

Learn about  » The differences in the birth stories of Luke and Matthew 

  »  How to view discrepancies in history presented in the Scriptures 

  »  Importance of angels and dreams in the birth narratives 

  »  Fulfillment and prediction 

Materials:   Manual, Bible, Dr. Mickey Efird on DVD and discussion.  $20 Fee.  
Prepare your heart for Christmas!  Sign up on line or in the office. 

Facilitators:  Sandy Stewart and Gloria Bishop 
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CHILDREN’S NEWS 

FALL FEST 
Sunday, October 25th  - 5:00pm to 7:00pm 

 

All children, grandchildren, and friends are invited!  

 Costume Parade                       Begins at 5:15pm 

for infantsð6th graders, in the sanctuary      

 Concessions                                      5:00pm-7:00pm 

pizza, hotdogs, and frito pie for sale   

 Activity Booths                                   5:15pm-7:00pm                                                                 

cake walk, story time, pumpkin painting , bean bag toss, sucker pull, pumpkin racing, face 
painting, bounce house & slide  

Trunk-or-Treat                                     6:00pm-7:00pm           

located in the horseshoe parking lot on the west side  

 Suggested Donations:  $2 per child or $5 per family  (Donations benefit youth mission trips) 

**************************************************** 

PARENTING FORUM WITH DR. ANDY STOKER 

On Wednesday, October 28th, at 7:00pm, Dr. Andrew Stoker will lead us in an informative discussion 
on Parenting Under Pressure.   

Dr. Andy Stoker is an ordained elder in the North Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church. 
He also holds a Ph.D. in Family Studies from Texas WomeƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ.  Andy Stoker is now serving the 
North Texas Annual Conference as Associate Director of Connectional Ministries for Children, Youth, 
Family and Camping.  Andy has an incredible gift of communication to groups of adults, parents, and 
students in a variety of settings and we are blessed to have him visit us. 

We will gather in the sanctuary and childcare will be provided. 

This is a church-wide and community-wide event open to everyone.  There is no charge for this event. 

https://mail.fumcrockwall.com/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://ntcumc.org/
https://mail.fumcrockwall.com/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://umc.org/
https://mail.fumcrockwall.com/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://twu.edu/
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UMW Bazaar 

Saturday, November 7th, 2009 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

óTis the Season 

--------------------to--------------------  

Start your holiday season with a 

journey to the ótis the season 

bazaar; sponsored by our 

United Methodist Women. 

Visit the café for lunch 

 

 

 

Olan Mills 

Pictorial Directory 

Now Underway! 

Dates:   

November 3, 4 17, 18, 19 20 & 21 

December 7 & 8 

The ñat churchò and online signup is 

now over.  An Olan Mills representative 

will be contacting you soon to set an 

appointment time. 


