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Taking  

Christ into 

our lives  

and out  

into the  

world. 

FUMC E-LETTER 
A publication of 

First United Methodist Church of Rockwall 

“Taking Christ into our lives through commitment, covenant, 

community and celebration as disciples and out into the world as 

witnesses to serve, share and grow in our love of God and neighbor.” 

September 2009 

“ What we do best…” 

 What happened to our Summer? Our children are 
approaching the start of school with a mixture of 
anticipation and dread. Our college kids have a yearning 
to return to campus routine and friends. Postcards from 
the youth choir tour, mission trip, mystery trip, and 
summer camp have finally made it to their destinations. 
The days are getting shorter, not cooler, and our minds 
take us to “What’s next.” 

 Fall at the First United Methodist Church of Rockwall is 
as active as our Summer. Our new “Family Friendly 
Format” on Sunday invites us at every age and stage to 
be engaged in children’s choirs, adult Bible study, and 
youth ministry and choir. The addition of Nancy Farrell as 
our new Children’s Choir Director and our new rehearsal 
schedule with Bible study for our children offers a depth 
of opportunity for everyone. 

 It’s what we do best…worship, Bible study, ever 
expanding missions, ministries and programs. It’s what 
we do best…inviting others to experience Christ through 
our new FaithBridge Church: A new United Methodist 
Community in Rockwall County. It’s what we do 
best…serve Christ in as many ways as possible to as 
many people as possible. 

 Come along the journey and discover…”What we do 
best!” 

 I’m honored and humbled to be your pastor and friend, 

 
Joe Pool 
 

Mission Sunday:  

 

October 4, 2009 

 

Our annual day to highlight 

our missions across the 

globe. Christina Cavener, 

our returning missionary 

from the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, will 

be our preacher of the day. 

A spaghetti luncheon will 

follow benefitting our India 

Mission trip in 2010. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

 

First United Methodist Church of Rockwall 
1200 E Yellow Jacket, Rockwall TX 75087 

Fax: 972.771.5546  Office: 972.771.5500  www.FUMCrockwall.com  
 

Mission Statement 

" Taking Christ into our lives through commitment, covenant,  

community and celebration as disciples and out into the world as  

witnesses to serve, share, and grow in our love of God and neighbor." 
 

Sunday Worship Services at 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Adult Sunday School at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.  Children and Youth Sunday School at 9:30 
   

Staff 

Dr. Joe Pool, Pastor jpool@fumcrockwall.com  

Rev. Valarie Englert, Associate Pastor venglert@fumcrockwall.com 

Rev.Frank Rahm, Associate Pastor & New Church Start frahm@fumcrockwall.com  

Rev. Alan Clark, Minister of Music & the Arts aclark@fumcrockwall.com 

Rev.Christina Hildebrand, Minister of Children & Families                   childebrand@fumcrockwall.com  

Rev. Paul Maletic, Youth Minister pmaletic@fumcrockwall.com  

Greg Humphries, FCBA,  Director of Finance & Administration. ghumphries@fumcrockwall.com 

Bonnie Klein, Finance bklein@fumcrockwall.com 

Laurie Wilder, Director of The Ark Preschool lwilder@fumcrockwall.com 

Amy Swiney, Children & Families Assistant aswiney@fumcrockwall.com  

Debbie Sanford, Office Assistant dsanford@fumcrockwall.com   jweyrauch@fumcrockwall.comJune Overholt, Pianist overholtcatering@msn.com 

Jennifer Potter, Membership Secretary jpotter@fumcrockwall.com 

Erika Manning, Wedding Coordinator erikamanning@sbcglobal.net  

Patrick Conger, Maintenance 

Sandra Fouse, Nursery Coordinator  

2009  Church Council & Coordinating Team Leaders 

Lay Leader Marion Miller 972.722.3170 pmillertam59@juno.com 

Church Council Chair Ruth Sears    

Family & Life Enhan. Chair    

Youth Ministry Chair     

Adult Coord. Team Chair     

Childrenôs Coord. Team Chair Jolynn Meyer Perkins   mickey@airmail.net  

ARK Gov. Board Chair Archie Underwood    

Communications Chair   e-letter@fumcrockwall.com 

Worship Team Chair Debbie Moeller   

Missions Team Chair Rich Thompson    

Evangelism Team Chair    

Trustees Chair Justin Webb   

SPRC Chair Chad Meacham    

Finance Chair Neil Conway    

Stewardship Chair Kirk Ragsdale   

United Meth.Women Pres. Kathy Lane  kathylane29@tx.rr.com  

United Meth.Men Contact Greg Humphries 972.771.5500 ghumphries@fumcrockwall.com  

Building Committee Chair Phil Miller 972.722.3170 pmillertam59@juno.com 

Scouting Coordinator John Hamil 972.771.3661 john.hamil@charter.net  

Other Church Council Officers : Vice Chair Dale Cherry; Secretary Chris Conway 

At Large Church Council Representatives: 

Michelle Ghormley, Ray Yeater, Joetta Douglas, Justin Webb, Paul Cooper, Erika Manning,  

Josie Turner, Gloria Bishop, Fred Hansen, Larry Parks, Dani Marsh, Suzy Carr, Rob Sherwin,  

Tom Johnson, Pete Andrews, Ed Giraldo, Susan Chambers, John Piesen, Janice Garrett, Julie Klutts, 

Myron Weidenbach, Larry Daniel, Bob Boulware 

 

Leo Johnson 

 

Cheryl & Ashley Lindeman 

 

Dan, Robin, Aidan & Connor 

Shaughnessy 

 

Adrienne, Kody & Ainsley 

Hergert 

 

Daniel & Herldine Radley 

 

Gene Harbin 
BAPTISMS 

Ciara Hoevers 

 

Aiden Thomas Anderson 

 

Michael Britton Sparks 

 

Emily Kay Klutz 

 

Aidan Shaughnessy 

 

Connor Shaughnessy 

Check out our website at 
www.FumcRockwall.com.  

 
To submit a newsletter item, please e-

mail  
e-Letter@fumcrockwall.com  or leave the 

information in the church office  
marked Attn: Newsletter. 

 

http://www.fumcrockwall.com/
mailto:jpool@fumcrockwall.com
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mailto:erikamanning@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pmillertam59@juno.com
mailto:mickey@airmail.net
mailto:e-letter@fumcrockwall.com
mailto:kathylane29@tx.rr.com
mailto:ghumphries@fumcrockwall.com
mailto:pmillertam59@juno.com
mailto:john.hamil@charter.net
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Income YTD ó09 YTD ó08 Inc/Dec % Inc/Dec 

    Building Use 34,305.00 60,688.29 
-26,383.29 -43.5% 

    Giving Income 874,129.32 860,425.10 13,704.22 1.6% 
Total Income 

908,434.32 921,113.39 -12,679.07 -1.4% 
     
Expense     

    Conference Expense 96,326.52 91,893.60 4,432.92 4.8% 
    Ministries & Programs 51,052.59 56,825.83 -5,773.24 -10.2% 
    SPRC 425,425.40 436,664.92 -11,239.52 -2.6% 
    Office Administration 

26,909.11 30,359.79 -3,450.68 -11.4% 
    Trustees 395,651.67 372,793.66 22,858.01 6.17% 
Total Expense 

995,365.29 988,347.76 7,017.53 0.7% 
     
Net Ordinary Income 

-86,930.97 -67,234.37 -19,696.60 -29.3% 

    
Income YTD '09 Budget $ Remain. % of Budget 
    Building Use 34,305.00 60,000.00 -30,485.00 57.1% 
    Giving Income 874,129.32 1,746,000.00 -931,870.68 48.4% 
  Total Income 908,434.32 1,806,000.00 -897,5665.68 50.3% 
     
Expense     
    Conference Expense 96,326.52 160,760.00 -64,433.48 59.92% 
    Ministries & Programs 51,052.59 124,920.00 -73,867.41 40.87% 
    SPRC 425,425.40 758,888.00 -333,462.60 56.06% 
    Office Administration 26,909.11 49,432.00 -22,522.89 54.44% 
    Trustees 395,651.67 712,000.00 -316,348.33 55.57% 
Total Expense 995,365.29 1,806,000.00 -810,634.71 55.11% 
     
Net Income -86,930.97 0.00 -86,930.97 100.0% 
  % of calendar year, 5.3%     

Our income to expense difference has continued to expand this month.  Giving still exceeds last yearsô levels, however 
the building use area of income continues to widen (Building Use -43.5% and Giving +1.6%).  It does appear that the 
economy may be catching up to Rockwall residents now or the fear of the economy.  We do not hear good news very 
often.  As a result of the above trend, all non-essential spending has been curtailed for all areas of the church.  We had 
to do this last year only earlier.  At times like this it is so very good to have the cash reserves in place that our church 
has.  We will still pay 100% of Apportionments on time and we have the funds in place to pay our quarterly property 
insurance premiums. 
 
Years such as this and last year, remind how important it is to continue to reduce our debt.  Ours is not as high as most 
churches, yet it does create a cash flow restriction when we see economic declines or national emergencies such as 
09/11.  Rest assured that the Finance Committee will be vigilant in keeping expenses in line without reducing services 
to the church.  Should you have any questions concerning the finances of the church, please feel free to contact Neil 
Conway (nconway@conwaycpas.com) or Greg Humphries (ghumphries@fumcrockwall.com). 
 

     First United Methodist Church of Rockwall Finances 
      

Profit & Loss, Budget vs. Actual 
 

          Profit and Loss Comparison, This Year to Last 
 

As of 7/31/09 

mailto:nconway@conwaycpas.com
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Leo Johnson 

Joined 7/19/09 Open Door Service 

 Cheryl & Ashley Lindeman 

Joined 7/26/09 11am Service 

 

 

 

Dan, Robin, Aidan & Connor Shaughnessy 
Joined 8/2/09 9:30 am Service 

 Kody, Adienne & Ainsley Hergert 
Joined 8/9/09 11:00 am Service 

 

  

Daniel & Herldine Radley 
Joined 8/16/09 9:30 am Service 

  

 

Welcome New Members! 
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Welcome, Nancy Farrell, as Director of Childrenôs Choirs 

 Nancy Farrell has joined the music staff of our church, to direct our childrenôs choir 
program.  

Nancy is the choir director at Williams Middle School, where she leads an outstanding 
music program.   

At our church, she will direct two childrenôs choirs. One will be for grades kindergarten 
through 2, and the other will be third through fifth grade.  

We also have excellent directors for our children, ages three and four. They will be taught 
by Justin and Katherine Foley.  

Our church is blessed to have such outstanding musicians to lead our children in 
developing their love of singing and learning to lead in worship.  

 The choirs will meet on Sundays at 5pm, beginning September 20.  

Watch for more information soon.  

  

 

YOUTH CHOIR BEGINS  

  

The youth choir will have itôs annual Kick-Off Party and rehearsal on Sept. 13.  

This is our first look at this yearôs musical, ñGodspell,ò and our anthems for the 
Fall.  

Look for more information to follow.  

 Also, this Fall we will have a youth handbell choir. Weôll rehearse for 8 weeks 
and then perform in November.  

Weôll rehearse on Wednesdays at 5pm. This is a fun experience, so come join!  
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With Sympathy 

We remember in our prayers the  

family and friends of: 

ü Sherry Saddler 
ü Dr. Ted Boone, Father of Rev. Keith 

Boone 
ü Carmela Barbaro, mother of Lilly Fisher 
 

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»««««««««««««««««««««««

««««««« Birth Announcements 
Liam Samuel Weaver 

Ian Joshua Farlik 

Gabriella Elizabeth Hansley 

Brynley Reese Hergert 

 

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»«««««««««««««««««««««««

«««««« 

 

 

I am pleased to announce that Ark Preschool & Kindergarten has been selected for the 2009 Best of 

Rockwall Award in the Preschools category by the US Commerce Association.  

 

In recognition of your achievement, a 2009 Best of Rockwall Award has been designed for display at 

your place of business. You may arrange to have your award sent directly to Ark Preschool & 

Kindergarten by following the simple steps on the 2009 Best of Rockwall Award order form.  

 

Each year, the US Commerce Association (USCA) identifies companies that we believe have 

achieved exceptional marketing success in their local community and business category. These are 

local companies that enhance the positive image of small business through service to their 

customers and community.  

 

Also, a copy of the press release publicizing the selection of Ark Preschool & Kindergarten has been 

posted on our website. The USCA hereby grants Ark Preschool & Kindergarten a non-exclusive, 

royalty-free license to use, reproduce, distribute, and display this press release in any media formats 

and through any media channels.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ashley Carter 

Selection Committee Chair 

US Commerce Association 

https://mail.fumcrockwall.com/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.us-ca.org/P5R-LUA-H7
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Worship Attendance July 19 ï August 16, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date 8:15 9:30 11:00 Open Door Total Yr. Yr. Ago  

July 19 100 163 496 74 833 773  

July 26 95 204 404 75 778 829  

August 2 101 209 456 70 836 711 

August 9 108 174 390 65 770 789 *Camp Mtg 130 

August 16 105 180 462 90 837 742  

 

 

 

13th Annual 

2x4 Sunday Supporting 

Rockwall Area  

Habitat for Humanity  

 

On Sunday September 20
th

, we will have our churchôs 13
th

Annual 2x4 Sunday, a fundraiser for 

the Rockwall Area Habitat for Humanity.  Over the last 12 years, our church has donated in 

excess of $46,000 to this worthy cause.  The Rockwall chapter of Habitat for Humanity has been 

able to provide houses for 25 families during this period and hopes to provide for an additional 

two or more families in the coming year.  Rockwall Habitat is an all volunteer organization that 

builds homes for those in need of ñsimple, decent housingò in the Rockwall area.  The selected 

families provide ñsweat equityò by working on the houses.  Rockwall Habitat then sells them the 

house at cost and carries a no interest mortgage loan.  Volunteers, including people from this 

church, help to build these homes and serve on the local Habitat for Humanity board.  

Come by the ñ2x4 Sundayò tables set up in the Narthex on Sunday, September 20
th

 or send a 

check to the church indicating your donation to Rockwall Area Habitat for Humanity.  The Wilson 

Class will provide coffee, juice and goodies for purchase as well.  Be prepared to open up your 

checkbook, purse or billfold and ñbuyò a 2x4 which you can sign ï perhaps adding a Bible verse 

or encouraging word.   These 2x4s will be incorporated in the next house built. 

With your donation, you can help buy the materials Rockwall Habitat needs to start on the next 

house.  There are several lots in inventory, but we need your financial support to start building.   

See you on 2x4 Sunday!! Sponsored by the Seekers Class. For information or questions, call 

Mike Moore at 972-722-6693.  
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MISSION NEWSéé.  
  

 

 

Shoes for Kids Report 

Under the leadership of Sherry Bonds and Co-Director Amy Conner, 1,307 children received 

back to school shoes for 2009. On Saturday, August 1st, we had 140 volunteers from our church, 

other churches, service organizations, and businesses. Through the kindness of Blue Cross/Blue 

Shield, 236 children received 708 immunizations. Our thanks to Payless Shoe Source who 

donated staff and great skill in helping with this yearôs ñShoes for Kidsò. 

 

 

 
 

Golf Tournament: Saturday, September 19, 2009 

Waterview Golf Course, Rowlett 

7:00 a.m. registration; 8:00 a.m. shotgun start 

Register today by visiting the information table in the Narthex or entry at the Cameron Building 
 

 

 

 

Mission Sunday: October 4, 2009 

Our annual day to highlight our missions across the globe. Christina Cavener, our returning 

missionary from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, will be our preacher of the day. A 

spaghetti luncheon will follow benefitting our India Mission trip in 2010. 

 

 

CAN'T GO TO INDIA?   

HELP SEND THE MISSION TEAM BY BUYING AIR MILES! 

The India Mission Team will be collecting donations for air travel in the Narthex  each Sunday 
during the month of September. Every $5 will move our team one mile closer to India. Team 
members will be there to answer questions and to discuss the mission objectives. 
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What a summer it has been for new church ministries at First UMC Rockwall.  In only a few weeks, 
our new church will launch public worship at Celia Hays Elementary School.  The new church will be 
called FaithBridge Church, A United Methodist Community.  Public worship and Sunday school 
launch is October 11, 2009, with Sunday school at 9:30 and worship at 10:30.  Our activities this 
summer have lead us to this launch. 
  

This summer, we held three "Come & See" preview events.  Guests worshipped with us and got an 
impression of how FaithBridge will conduct worship and practice hospitality.  Our launch team went 
on two field trips to other new church starts to listen and learn from the experience of those churches' 
launch teams.  In July, FaithBridge conducted its first missions activity, providing a meal for the 
college-age interns at Project Transformation, an important urban ministry in our conference. 
  

In July and August, we held our Baby Shower, and we were indeed showered with generosity from 
the congregation at First UMC Rockwall.  This generosity will help us generate momentum as we 
embark on this ministry to make disciples for Jesus Christ. 
  

On August 15, our equipment from Portable Church Company was delivered, and for our launch 
team, it was like Christmas in summer.  The consultants from the Portable Church Company said, 
"Congratulations.  You now have a church."   
  

We had a booth at both the Aspasians Art Fair in April and at Rockwall Founders' Day in May, 
starting to spread the word about our new church. 
  

What's next for FaithBridge?  In September, our launch teams will do more work to spread the word 
and to invite friends, neighbors, and co-workers to FaithBridge.  We will have a booth at the 
September version of the Aspasians Art Fair, and in September, we will conduct what is called "soft 
launch." 
  

In advance of our October 11 public launch, we will conduct "dress rehearsal" worship and Sunday 
school on Sunday mornings, September 13, 20, and 27.  Sunday school will be offered at 9:30 and 
worship at 10:30 a.m.  This will be authentic genuine worship, complete with proclamation of the 
risen Christ and with invitation into discipleship.  On Sunday October 4, a portion of our group will 
worship at First UMC at the 11:00 service.  In that service, our new church missionaries will be 
commissioned. 
  

It's getting close!  FaithBridge Church is becoming a reality.  All of First UMC is invited to share 
worship with us and encouraged to tell your neighbors and friends and co-workers about FaithBridge 
Church, A United Methodist Community AND a ministry of First United Methodist Church of 
Rockwall. 
 

'@HSG#QHCFD $GTQBG ttq 
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LET'S  RIDE! 

United Methodist Motorcycle Enthusiasts Rockwall Chapter rides the second 

and fourth Saturday of each month. Rides leave from the Church. 

For information call Bill Johnson 214-458-4040, or email 

acaciares@sbcglobal.net. 

 

https://mail.fumcrockwall.com/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://us.mc819.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=acaciares@sbcglobal.net

