
 The First United Methodist Church 
Connection 

Getting connected within and beyond the First United Methodist Church of Rockwall 
 
1200 E. Yellow Jacket, Rockwall, TX 75087 www.fumcrockwall.com           Office 972.771.5500 
           April2010 

   

  “When you pray…” 

 

  Jesus was always the teacher, coach, manager, mentor, guide and friend to all he  
  encountered.  Within the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5 – 7, , Jesus gives  

  instructions regarding prayer and he begins, ―When you pray…‖ the apostle Paul gives  
further guidance, ―Pray without ceasing….‖, I Thessalonians 5:17. Prayer is the foundational spiritual  

discipline practiced by Jesus and given to us. I invite us to join our Prayer Ministry on Prayer Emphasis  

Sunday, May 2, 2010. All worship services will focus on prayer and so much more. God listens, hears and 
moves in seen and unseen ways. Prayer helps us discern God’s will, know God’s will and discern our re-

sponse. 
 

―When you pray…‖ wasn’t just an observation on Jesus’ part, it was also an instruction. There is a veiled 

mystery made visible…when you pray. 
 

Your Pastor and Friend, 

 

 

 

Prayer Emphasis Sunday 
Sunday, May 2, 2010, 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Worship Services 
A Service of Prayer and Healing 
Sunday, May 2, 2010, 7:00 p.m. 

Sanctuary, Building A 
A unique service of Prayer and Healing within the United Methodist tradition. Friends  

welcome. Not limited to persons within our congregation. 
Sunday School Classes encouraged to attend as a group.  

Child care provided.  



FINANCIAL NEWS 

 

First United Methodist Church of Rockwall, Texas 

Income and Expense Comparison, This Year to Last 

       

As of 04/14/2010 YTD 2010 YTD 2009 $ Change % Change 

Income/Expense     

 Income     

  Building Use $16,221.68 $19,735.00 -$3,513.32 -17.8% 

  Giving $484,817.06 $429,568.67 $55,248.39 12.9% 

 Total Income $501,038.74 $449,303.67 $51,735.07 11.5% 

 Expense     

  Conference Expense $58,176.90 $44,691.18 $13,485.72 30.2% 

  Ministries & Programs $23,975.43 $21,599.55 $2,375.88 11.0% 

  SPRC $202,476.48 $192,818.95 $9,657.53 5.0% 

  Office Administration $12,598.24 $14,512.28 -$1,914.04 -13.2% 

  Trustees $220,245.23 $206,823.59 $13,421.64 6.5% 

 Total Expense $517,472.28 $480,445.55 $37,026.73 7.7% 

Net Income -$16,433.54 -$31,141.88 $14,708.34 47.2% 

       

First United Methodist Church of Rockwall, Texas 

Income and Expense, Budget vs. Actual 
As of 04/14/2010 YTD 2010 Budget $ Remaining % of Budget 

Income/Expense     

 Income     

  Building Use $16,221.68 $60,000.00 -$43,778.32 27.0% 

  Giving $484,817.06 $1,746,553.15 -$1,261,736.09 27.8% 

 Total Income $501,038.74 $1,806,553.15 -$1,305,514.41 27.7% 

       

 Expense     

  Conference Expense $58,176.90 $177,052.00 -$118,875.10 32.9% 

  Ministries & Programs $23,975.43 $116,120.00 -$92,144.57 20.6% 

  SPRC $202,476.48 $772,626.15 -$570,149.67 26.2% 

  Office Administration $12,598.24 $46,755.00 -$34,156.76 26.9% 

  Trustees $220,245.23 $694,000.00 -$473,754.77 31.7% 

 Total Expense $517,472.28 $1,806,553.15 -$1,289,080.87 28.6% 

Net Income -$16,433.54 $0.00 -$16,433.54 100.0% 

      

28.3% of Year 
Elapsed 

If you have questions about the finances of First United Methodist Church please contact Ty Gallender at 

ty.gallander@me.com or Greg Humphries at ghumphries@fumcrockwall.com.  



 

We would like to welcome the newest members to our church family 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

MISSION AND MINISTRIES 

Jeff, Cindy , Jacob and Ariana Herndon joined our 

church on Sunday, March 21st. 

Sam, Belinda, Joshua and Matthew Cohen joined 

our church on Sunday, March 21st. Picture not 
available. 

“Taste of India” Luncheon, Sunday, May 23, 2010, 12:15 p.m. 
Join us for a special time of hearing the report from the 2010 India Mission team and the excellent ministry they 
provided and opportunities to continue the work. Multi-Purpose Rooms, Building A. 

 

Summer Youth Mission Trips to McAllen and Dallas 
Our Senior High Youth will be headed to the McAllen, Rio Grande Valley area for a partnership ministry with the First 

UMC of McAllen.  Our Junior High Youth will be headed to Dallas and the C2K (Connect to the Kingdom) effort in 
West Dallas and Oak Cliff. You can be in support of their efforts by shopping at or donating items for the Youth 

Spring Garage Sale on Saturday, May 15, 2010. We may begin bringing items on Monday, May 9, 2010. Ques-

tions may be directed to Rev. Paul Maletic, pmaletic@fumcrockwall.com. 
 

Lent and Easter Second Mile Offering 
Thank you for your generous support of our Second Mile Easter offering…over $ 14,000.00 was received and will be 
divided between our Society of St. Stephen, which ministers to local families in crisis, and our Mission Committee for 

its work in local, national, and international missions. The call for a financial response to the recent earthquake in 
Chile will come from this fund. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

Shoes for Kids Organizational Meeting 
It’s time to assemble our leadership team of called persons to begin preparation for our 9th annual Shoes for Kids 

Mission project. This year’s date is Saturday, August 7, 2010. Come and join Amy Conner, Director, and Joe Pool 
as we assemble our team and make plans for another great day of service. 

 

May is RED SHOE MONTH…. In support of “Shoes for Kids” …all May “Drop-a-Dollar” 
benefits SFK 
 

Camp Discovery Summer Literacy Program: July 19-23, 2010 
Next team meeting: Thursday, May 20, 2010. Watch weekly bulletin announcements for updates! We have our lead-
ership team in place but always have room for more! Questions or additional information: Susan Hansley, shan-

sley@sbcglobal.net, or Joe Pool, jpool@fumcrockwall.com. 
 

Mission Leader Training for VIM (Volunteers in Mission) 
Future mission trip leaders, if you desire to learn more about leading a mission team/mission trip, join the North 

Texas Conference United Methodist Volunteers in Mission to prepare for future trips. Saturday, May 8, 2010, North 
Texas Conference Ministry Center, 500 Maplelawn Drive, Plano, 75075. Cost is $20.00 and space is limited. Call or 

email Marji Bishir, 1-800-969-8201 or bishir@ntcumc.org. 
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MISSION AND MINISTRIES  

Church Attendance 

Date 8:15 9:30 11:00 Open Door  Total Yr.    Yr. Ago   

         

March 21, 2010 60 68 181 80 402*  724  

March 28, 2010 193 316 626 50 1,185 Palm 885  

April 4, 2010 193 814 704 174 2,101* Easter 1,082 Palm 

April 11, 2010 87 141 399 70 697  1,888 Easter 

April 18, 2010 87      165      480        87     819    

*India Mission Trip 13         

*Sunrise Service 109         

                        Two significant events occurred in April at FaithBridge Church,  
          both of which are worth celebrating and thanksgiving.   
 

           First, we celebrated our first Easter as a church.  It was a splendid day, with a lot of 
families, many children, a fun Easter egg hunt, and breathtaking worship.  The music was simply awesome, with 

some new songs added to the traditional, ―Christ The Lord is Risen Today.‖  Many guests were there at the invita-

tion of regular attendees, and the Easter worship service was definitely special enough to have validated those 
invitations. 

 
Second, we celebrated the six-month mark since our first public worship last October!  It’s hard to believe, but six 

months have passed.  We survived our unusually cold and snowy winter weather to emerge as a new church cele-

brating new life.  We continue to welcome first-time guests, who have turned into repeat guests, and then into 
regular attendees.   

 
Two more significant events will happen to close out April. 

 
On Sunday, April 18, we will enjoy a fellowship picnic at the Shores Pavilion immediately following worship.  Then, 

Sunday April 25 will be the first Sunday that we officially welcome new members into this fellowship, either by 

transfer or by profession of faith and with the renewal or accepting of the vows to uphold the church with prayers, 
presence, gifts, and service.   

 
Frank Rahm 

Pastor 

FaithBridge Church 

Upcoming Dates: 
 Habitat for Humanity, 2x4 Sunday: September 12, 2010 
 First UMC Mission Golf Tournament: October 2, 2010 

Fun Facts to Know and Tell… 
Lent, Holy Week and Easter were a marvelous experience for all! The Palm Sunday Cantata presented by our 
Chancel Choir, posted our largest Cantata attendance ever. 1,185 persons were worshipping with us that day. 

Easter attendance, for the first time, exceeded the 2,000 glass ceiling we’ve been bumping up against for several 
years. 2,101 persons gathered for worship among our six worship offerings on Easter Sunday. A special thanks 

to the Open Door worship service, for providing two worship opportunities, the First Impressions teams of Ushers, 

Greeters, Shuttle Drivers, Welcome Center Ambassadors, and Door Step Greeters for accommodating such a large 
attendance with such a welcoming presence. 



Thank Yous 
“The 2010 India Mission Team” would like to express their appreciation for the overwhelming financial 
and dedicated prayer support received from so many members of our congregation for this 2010 Mission 

Ministry to Gujarat, India. 
 

We of the mission team are keenly aware that we have received far more from the people of Gujarat, India 

then we could ever possibly be able to share with them. 
 

In the very near future the congregation will be afforded the opportunity to receive a full report from the 
members of the 2010 India Mission Trip. 

 

We are grateful to you as our partner in mission and ministry as you have so willing invested in this ministry 
that holds such great eternal significance. 

 
Signed; 

“THE INDIA MISSION TEAM 2010” 

 
 

A Casual Uplifting Experience Each Sunday Morning at 11:00a.m. 
2nd floor of the ECCEB in the Commons 

Confirmation Service 
2010 Confirmation Class to be confirmed 

Saturday, April 24, 2010, 5:00p.m. 

MISSION AND MINISTRIES 

Congregational Concerns and Joys 
We celebrate the joy of baptism: 
 03/21 Gideon Luke Bement, son of Jared & Mary Beth Bement 

 03/28 Mason Thomas Key, Grandson of Edward & Susan Giraldo 

New Associate Pastor Appointed, Rev. Beth LaBella 

 

Bishop Earl Bledsoe in consultation with our District Superintendent and our Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

has announced the appointment of Rev. Beth LaBella to our church in the position of Associate Pastor,  
effective July 1, 2010. 

 

Rev. LaBella is currently on the staff of the Kessler Park UMC, Dallas. She has expertise in preaching, adult 
education, and pastoral care. She is a graduate of the University of Texas at Dallas and in May of this year 

will graduate from Perkins School of Theology, SMU. She received her commission as an Elder in the United 
Methodist Church in June, 2009. 

 

Beth has a fifteen year old daughter Elise, who is a freshman in High School. 
 

In the weeks ahead, we will hear additional information about Rev. LaBella and her transition to our church.  

First Impressions Welcoming Ministries…..want to join up? 
Check out our website for a way to register and join the team of welcoming and greeting persons who create 

the first impression for our church family and guests on Sunday morning. Training and encouragement is pro-

vided…so come on…join the team! 



Greetings from the Ark Preschool! 
 We hope that you are all enjoying this marvelous springtime weather!  Our children at the Ark have made good use 
of their playgrounds.  (So have area doves and ducks!)  The end of this school year is fast approaching.  Please 
mark your calendars for the following events. 
  

Wednesday and Thursday, April 21 and April 22,  Toddler and 2's Spring Program at 2:00 p.m. in the  
sanctuary 

  
Wednesday and Thursday, April 28 and April 29,  The Ark Open house at 9:00 a.m. for the families of the 

students 

  
Saturday, May 1, 11:00 - 2:00, Picnic for Ark families and new enrollees; as well as, Sun and Fun  

families.  Bring your own food and enjoy the sprinkler park and east pavilion at Harry Meyers Park.  We will sell  
children's Ark tee-shirts for $10.  This is a great way to welcome new faces into our church community. 

  
Wednesday and Thursday, May 19 and May 20, Ark Graduation of 4's, 5's and (Primer, Thursday only)  

classes at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary 

  
Wednesday, May 26 - Last day of class  

  
Tuesday, June 8 - Sun and Fun starts 

  

We hope to see you at our school events.  If not, have a blessed summer! 
  

In His Name, 
Laurie 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
    Be a part of SonQuest Rainforest, Vacation Bible School 2010!                            

    Volunteer recruitment and registration for VBS are officially underway! 

    Sign-up to be a tour guide or help with our Jump’n Jungle Games or our Parable  

    Falls Bible Story centers.  To volunteer, simply fill out a green VBS registration/ 

    volunteer form at our welcome center or go online to www.fumcrockwall.com/ 

    vbs. 

Vacation Bible School is July 12th—16th from 9:00am—12:00pm.  All children; church members and friends, ages 4 

through 5th grade can attend VBS.  There is no fee.  Join us for our VBS Preview Event on Sunday, July 11th from 

5pm- 7pm.      

ROAMIN’ THROUGH ROMANS 
Children’s Choir Musical Performance 

Nancy Farrell, Director 

Justin and Kat Foley, SonShine Singers Directors 

Sunday, April 25, 2010 

5:00pm 

Sanctuary, Building A 

Come and celebrate the Spring performance of our children’s music program! 

Children’s Ministry Appreciation Breakfast 

We would like to show our appreciation for all of our volunteers in our Children’s Ministry Department with a come 

and go celebration on Sunday, May 2nd, from 9:00am-12:00pm in the upstairs ROCK Room!  If you have volun-

teered with Sunday school, children’s choirs, children’s church, Sunday Evening CAMPOUTS, MP Kids or GLOW Kids, 
or Children’s Team, please join us for food, fellowship, and fun.  Please bring your family...children and spouses are 

welcome!!   

Thank you for your service to our children at First UMC! 



Youth 2010 Dates...  
Welcome Cook-Out for 6th Graders @ Rockwall ISD Aquatic Center ~ 6-8 PM----April 25th 

 ¡Middle School Madness! ~ 3:45-5:30 PM----------------------------------------——-May 6th 

Youth Garage Donations ~ beginning Sunday & throughout week------------------May 9th 

Mission Possible Kids Babysitting ~ 8:30-10 PM-----------------------------———---May 14th 

Youth Garage Sale ~ 8 AM-2 PM------------------------------------------------———--May 15th 

Bridgeport Summer Camp Registration & Payment Deadline---------------———--May 15th 

Graduating Senior Sunday ~ senior pictures & profiles due 5/2---------------------May 16th 

Summer Kick-Off Lock-In ~ @ Group Dynamix ($40 & forms due 5/9)----——---May 28th-29th 

No Sunday Evening Youth Activities------------------------------------------—————May 30th 

No Sunday Evening Youth Activities------------------------------------------————--June 6th 

Youth Choir Tour----------------------------------------------------------——————---June 7th-12th 

Sr. High Summer Conference Camp @ Bridgeport -------------------————-------June 14th-19th 

 – register @ www.bridgeportcamp.com (payment & registration due 5/15) 

Christ-Now-Choir Godspell Home Performances----------------------———————June 25th-27th 

Jr. High Summer Conference Camp @ Bridgeport------------------——————-—June 28th-July 3rd 

 – register @ www.bridgeportcamp.com (payment & registration due 5/15) 

Jr./Sr. Trip-----------------------------------------------------------------———————-July 8th-10th  

Vacation Bible School-------------------------------------------------———————----July 12th-16th 

– VBS Kick-Off ~ 5-7 PM w/ celebratory food afterwards-----------------—July 11th 

– Post VBS Broomball Celebration ~ 1-7 PM----------------------------—-—-July 16th 

Senior High Mission Trip to McAllen, TX----------------------------------——————July 18th-24th  

Junior High Mission Trip to Dallas, TX ---------------------------------—————--- -July 25th-30th 

Shoes for Kids-------------------------------------------------------------———————-August 7th  

Youth to Rough Rider’s Game---------------------------------------------—————---August 11th  

Mystery Trizip-------------------------------------------------------————————-—-August 13th-15th  

No Sunday Evening Youth Activities------------------------------------———————August 15th 

Youth Choir Kick-Off -------------------------------------------------------———–———August 22nd 

Messapalooza (Messy Games)---------------------------—————————------—--August 22nd 

Youth notes 
  
Spring is here!  And that means even more excitement with our events to gear up for summer.  We get to welcome 

our new 6th graders in style on Sunday night April 25th.  We are having a cook-out at the Rockwall ISD Aquatic Cen-
ter.  We’ll have fellowship and food for the whole family and then we’ll have a youth-wide Inter tube Waterpolo 

Tournament.  This will also be a chance to gather as parents and get info for all our summer activities.  The whole 

thing is from 6-8 PM and should be a great time!   
 

We also sadly have goodbyes to say to our graduating Seniors.  While they will be welcome throughout the summer 
to youth events, we like to say goodbye before the business of summer takes hold.  Senior Sunday is May 16th.  We 

are collecting senior profiles and pictures for the bulletin insert.  These are due along with our youth group scholar-

ship applications on May 2nd.  Graduating seniors also have a chance to help lead worship in the Open Door service 
on the following Sunday May 23rd.  Talk to us ASAP if you want to be a part of this neat leadership opportunity.  Let 

us know if you have not received any information about these and we’ll be sure to get you in the loop.   
  

We also have our church-wide garage sale coming soon.  We will start collecting things on May 9th for the actual 
sale on Saturday May 15th from 8 AM to 2 PM.  All proceeds go towards the mission and ministry of our youth group.   

 

As always more up-to-date information can be found at our youth website—www.fumcrockwall.com/youth.   
  

In His Service, 
  

 

YOUTH MINISTRIES 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE-May 12, 2010 

SEND INFORMATION TO: 

e-letter@fumcrockwall.com 

MUSIC NEWS! 
The youth choir is busy working on their production of “Godspell.”   
They will take it on tour to churches in Austin and San Antonio this  

summer and then perform for our congregation on June 25, 26 and 27. 

Sail Setters….Fifty-five and Better 
By press time the Sail Setters were headed to the Texas Freshwater Fish Hatcheries in Athens, Texas, lunch at a 

steakhouse and then on to Ennis, Texas for a tour of the Blue Bonnets!  

Mark your calendars for these future events: 
 Sail Setter Game Night: Thursday, June 15, 2010 

 Chautauqua Camp Meeting: Sunday, August 15, 2010 

GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS INFORMATION NEEDED... 
It's time to begin our gathering of information for our Senior 

Recognition Sunday, May 16, 2010 

(Letters will be sent out soon-contact the church office with current 
address) Profiles due May 2nd! 


