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    “God’s Christmas Angels”  

Sunday, November 29th – Rev. Joe Pool’s sermon, “Too Wonderful to Say”, Imperial Brass 

Sunday, December 6th – Rev. Joe Pool’s sermon, “In The Background”, Children’s & Youth Choirs 

Sunday, December 13th – Chancel Choir & Orchestra Presents – “The Many Moods of Christmas” 

Sunday, December 20th – Rev. Joe Pool’s sermon, “Stranger at the Door”, Carillon Handbell Choir 

 

Taking  

Christ into 

our lives  

and out  

into the  

world. 

FUMC E-LETTER 
A publication of 

First United Methodist Church of Rockwall 

“Taking Christ into our lives through commitment, covenant, 

community and celebration as disciples and out into the world as 

witnesses to serve, share and grow in our love of God and neighbor.” 

               December 2009 

―God’s Christmas Angels…‖ 

The Season of Advent in an invitation. An invitation to once again 

embark on a journey that takes us through amazing times and 

places to finally arrive in Bethlehem. 

 

Along the journey this Advent, we will have opportunity to worship, 

serve, sing our praises, give, serve, and bear witness to the birth of 

Christ as an active event that continues to remind us of God’s 

amazing love of us all. 

 

―God’s Christmas Angels‖ will be my sermon series this Advent. 

We will have opportunity to encounter God’s Christmas Angels and 

perhaps to be God’s Christmas Angels this year. 

 

Journey together. Serve together. Worship together. Look for an 

encounter with God’s Christmas Angels this Advent.  

Your Pastor and Friend,  

 

 
Joe Pool 

 

In This Issue 

Advent Study ............................  
Baptisms ...................................  
Birth Announcements ..............  
Childrenééééééééé... 
FaithBridge ...............................  
Finance .....................................  
Youth .........................................  
Mission News ...........................  
New Members ...........................  
 

Advent and Christmas Worship Highlights  

Chancel Choir Cantata 
December 13, 2009 

ñThe Many Moods of Christmasò 

by Robert Shaw will be performed 

by the Chancel Choir an orchestra 

at all three services. 
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NEW MEMBERS 
 

First United Methodist Church of Rockwall 
1200 E Yellow Jacket, Rockwall TX 75087 

Fax: 972.771.5546  Office: 972.771.5500  www.fumcrockwall.com  
 

Mission Statement 

" Taking Christ into our lives through commitment, covenant,  

community and celebration as disciples and out into the world as  

witnesses to serve, share, and grow in our love of God and neighbor." 
 

Sunday Worship Services at 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Adult Sunday School at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.  Children and Youth Sunday School at 9:30 
   

Staff 

Dr. Joe Pool, Pastor jpool@fumcrockwall.com  

Rev. Valarie Englert, Associate Pastor venglert@fumcrockwall.com 

Rev.Frank Rahm, FaithBridge Pastor frahm@fumcrockwall.com  

Rev. Alan Clark, Minister of Music & the Arts aclark@fumcrockwall.com 

Rev.Christina Hildebrand, Minister of Children & Families                   childebrand@fumcrockwall.com  

Rev. Paul Maletic, Youth Minister pmaletic@fumcrockwall.com  

Greg Humphries, FCBA,  Director of Finance & Administration. ghumphries@fumcrockwall.com 

Bonnie Klein, Finance Manager bklein@fumcrockwall.com 

Laurie Wilder, Director of The Ark Preschool lwilder@fumcrockwall.com 

Amy Swiney, Children & Families Assistant aswiney@fumcrockwall.com  

Debbie Sanford, Finance & Office Assistant dsanford@fumcrockwall.com   jweyrauch@fumcrockwall.comJune Overholt, Pianist overholtcatering@msn.com 

Jennifer Potter, Communications Secretary jpotter@fumcrockwall.com 

Ruth Sears, Membership Volunteer rsears@fumcrockwall.com 

Erika Manning, Wedding Coordinator erikamanning@sbcglobal.net  

Patrick Conger, Maintenance Engineer/IT 

Sandra Fouse, Nursery Coordinator 

Megan Patterson, Assistant Youth Minister 

  

 

2009  Church Council & Coordinating Team Leaders 

Lay Leader Marion Miller 972.722.3170 pmillertam59@juno.com 

Church Council Chair Ruth Sears    

Family & Life Enhan. Chair    

Youth Ministry Chair     

Adult Coord. Team Chair     

Childrenôs Coord. Team Chair Jolynn Meyer Perkins   mickey@airmail.net  

ARK Gov. Board Chair Archie Underwood    

Communications Chair   e-letter@fumcrockwall.com 

Worship Team Chair Debbie Moeller   

Missions Team Chair Rich Thompson    

Evangelism Team Chair    

Trustees Chair Justin Webb   

SPRC Chair Chad Meacham    

Finance Chair Neil Conway    

Stewardship Chair Kirk Ragsdale   

United Meth.Women Pres. Kathy Lane  kathylane29@tx.rr.com  

United Meth.Men Contact Greg Humphries 972.771.5500 ghumphries@fumcrockwall.com  

Building Committee Chair Phil Miller 972.722.3170 pmillertam59@juno.com 

Scouting Coordinator John Hamil 972.771.3661 john.hamil@charter.net  

Other Church Council Officers : Vice Chair Dale Cherry; Secretary Chris Conway 

At Large Church Council Representatives: 

Michelle Ghormley, Ray Yeater, Joetta Douglas, Justin Webb, Paul Cooper, Erika Manning,  

Josie Turner, Gloria Bishop, Fred Hansen, Larry Parks, Dani Marsh, Suzy Carr, Rob Sherwin,  

Tom Johnson, Pete Andrews, Ed Giraldo, Susan Chambers, John Piesen, Janice Garrett, Julie Klutts, 

Myron Weidenbach, Larry Daniel, Bob Boulware 

 

John & Glenda Lopez – Joined Oct.18th 
 
Wanda Claflin – Joined Oct. 18th 
 
Bill & Nina Hartwig – Joined Oct. 18th 
 
David, Cara & Jack Warren –  
   Joined Oct. 25th 
 
Mike, Tania, Antonio & Jude Favrot –  
   Joined Oct.  25th 
 
Shannon Kalberer – Joined Nov. 8th 
 

BAPTISMS 

Abby Renee Singleton 

Riley Linn Singleton 

Cate Frazier 

Check out our website at 
www.fumcrockwall.com.  

 
To submit a newsletter item,  

please e-mail  
e-Letter@fumcrockwall.com  or leave the 

information in the church office  
marked Attn: Newsletter. 

 

Births 

Aybrie Jaye Kelly born on 
November 2, 2009 at 
10:45a.m.  Proud parents are 
Casey and Crystie Kelly. 
 
William Patrick Warren born on 
November 11, 2009.  Proud 
parents are Cara and David 
Warren. 
 
 

 

Sympathy 

Sympathy is extended to the following 

families: 

Peggy Garrett  Shirley Linn 

Mildred Mika  John F. Lopez 
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First United Methodist Church of Rockwall, Texas  

Income and Expense, Budget Versus Actual  

             

Ordinary Income/Expense         

 Income   YTD, 11/11/09  Budget  $ Remaining  % of Budget  

  Building Use Fees 48,850.00  60,000.00  11,150.00  81.42%  

  Giving  1,375,507.98  1,746,000.00  370,492.02  78.78%  

 Total Income  1,424,357.98  1,806,000.00  381,642.02  78.87%  

             

 Expense          

  Conference Expense 157,424.78  160,760.00  3,335.22  97.93%  

  Ministries and Programs 79,414.92  124,920.00  45,505.08  63.57%  

  SPRC  628,962.91  758,888.00  129,925.09  82.88%  

  Office Administration 37,182.89  49,432.00  12,249.11  75.22%  

  Trustees  613,957.88  712,000.00  98,042.12  86.23%  

 Total Expense  1,516,943.38  1,806,000.00  289,056.62  84.00%  

             

 Net Ordinary Income -92,585.40  0.00  -92,585.40  100.00%  

             

Income and Expense Comparison, This Year to Last  

             

Ordinary Income/Expense         

 Income   YTD, 11/11/09  YTD, 11/11/08  $ Change  % Change  

  Building Use Fees 48,850.00  93,751.73  -44,901.73  -47.90%  

  Giving  1,375,507.98  1,300,972.59  74,535.39  5.70%  

 Total Income  1,424,357.98  1,394,724.32  29,633.66  2.12%  

             

 Expense          

  Conference Expense 157,424.78  137,840.40  19,584.38  14.22%  

  Ministries and Programs 79,414.92  79,594.08  -179.16  -0.19%  

  SPRC  628,962.91  645,432.69  -16,469.78  -2.58%  

  Office Administration 37,182.89  41,995.07  -4,812.18  -11.49%  

  Trustees  613,957.88  570,429.52  43,528.36  7.60%  

 Total Expense  1,516,943.38  1,475,291.76  41,651.62  2.78%  

             

 Net Ordinary Income -92,585.40  -80,567.44  -12,017.96  -14.88%  

             

As of 11/11/09        By Calendar 86.54%  
 

As of November 11, 2009, the church is still in a negative position comparing income with expenses.  Our history, since  

1994, has always provided ―catch up‖ giving in December to balance our budget.  Last year was truly amazing as the  

church family not only rallied to complete the general fund giving, but also managed to provide over $830,000 to pay  

in cash for the construction of the second floor of the Elizabeth Cameron Christian Education Building. 

 

With 86.54% of the year over, total expenses are at 84% of budget.  The only expense area that is over budget is  

Conference Expense.  This is actually a good thing since the church has been able to complete the apportionment  

payment in October which is the preferred month.  The Trustees budget is close to the calendar as the mortgages,  

insurance, utilities and other fixed expenses stay close to equal monthly costs. 

 

By God’s Grace and your generosity First United Methodist Church will once again close the year in a strong financial  

position to be able to complete the mission and ministry goals of the New Year. 
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                 John & Glenda Lopez 

                     Joined October 18th 

                  Wanda Claflin 

                Joined October 18th 

 

  

 Bill & Nina Hartwig 

Joined October 18th 

 

 

 
 

Mike, Tania, Antonio & Jude Favrot 

Joined October 25th  

 

 

        
 

David, Cara & Jack Warren 

Joined September October 25th  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Not Available 

Shannon Kalberer 

Joined September November 8th 

 

   

Welcome New Members! 
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MISSION NEWSéé.  
  

Mission Opportunities this Advent 

 

ñThe Giving Treeòébegins November 22, 2009 

The Giving Tree will once again be available to adopt a child through the Methodist Children’s Home in Waco. 

Angels with specific items will be available beginning in November.  Also, youth from Wesley Rankin Community 

Center, our Homebound members and friends, and area children through our Camp Discovery Program will be 

available as well. Drop by the ―Giving Tree‖ and be a Christmas Angel to those in need. 

 

ñSecond Mileò Christmas Offeringéin December 

Our Second Mile Christmas Offering will be designated for our Society of St. Stephen, which ministers to local 

families in financial crisis. Over 175 families have been helped this year with utility assistance, medications, gasoline 

for work, rental assistance and doctor visits. Also, the Mission Fund which responds to local, national and 

international mission needs will share in this offering. Please give generously. 

 

ñGreat Days of Serviceò: January 15, 16, 17, 2010é.Save the Dates 

During the ―Great Days of Service‖ in January of 2010, we will have a mission saturation weekend where our church 

will engage in 20 to 30 mission projects in a single weekend. Everything from a Habitat Build to  litter collection, to 

delivering cookies to local fire and police stations, nursing home ministry, to home repair efforts, meal service at a 

local homeless shelter,  and more…one concentrated weekend to make an impact in our community in the name of 

Christ! Save the dates! Website registration is underway! 

 

Worship Highlights During Advent 

First Sunday in Advent: November 29, 2009: Imperial Brass and Chancel Choir 

Second Sunday in Advent: December 6, 2009: Christ Now Choir and Children’s Choirs 

Third Sunday in Advent: December 13, 2009: Chancel Choir Presents: Many Moods of Christmas‖ by Robert Shaw 

Fourth Sunday in Advent: December 20, 2009: Carillon Choir 

 

Christmas Eve ServiceséInvite Family and Friends 

4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve at the Open Door/Candlelight 

5:00 p.m. Children and Families/Sanctuary/Candlelight 

6:00 p.m. FaithBridge Family Fireside/ECCEB in the Commons/ Candlelight 

7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir/Sanctuary/Candlelight 

9:00 p.m. Christ-Now Choir/ Sanctuary/ Candlelight 

11:00 p.m. Soloists and Instrumentalists/Sanctuary/ Candlelight and Communion  

 

THANK YOUôS 
TO MY CHURCH FAMILY AND STAFF: 

Your prayers, visits, and cards meant so much to me during my stay in the hospital and rehab. This gave me so 
much encouragement and determination to return to the house of worship and be with all of you. 
 
In Christian Love,  
Elizabeth Cameron 

!5±9b¢ L{ /haLbDΧ!w9 ¸h¦ tw9t!w95Κ 

Come join the ñBirth Narrativesò Bible Study 

8 Sundaysé 5:00-6:30 pmé starting October 25th ï November 29th 

Learn about  » The differences in the birth stories of Luke and Matthew 

  »  How to view discrepancies in history presented in the Scriptures 

  »  Importance of angels and dreams in the birth narratives 

  »  Fulfillment and prediction 

Materials:   Manual, Bible, Dr. Mickey Efird on DVD and discussion.  $20 Fee.  
Prepare your heart for Christmas!  Sign up on line or in the office. 

Facilitators:  Sandy Stewart and Gloria Bishop 

Open Door 
Advent and Christmas 
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Each Sunday in Advent, we will begin with one of our cultural Christmas icons and move toward placing each one 
in a faith context. 
 
Advent worship at the Open Door is led by Rev. Valarie Englert and the Open Door Worship Band.  Come as you 
are!  And bring your neighbors and friends. 

 
November 29th: 
 ―Are We there Yet?‖   Luke 21: 25-36 
 Preparation 
 
December 6th: 
 ―The Glow From the Center:  Revelation 22:1-5 

Christmas Trees 
Featuring the Carillon Bell Choir and FUMC Childrenôs Choirs 
 
December 13th: 

―Before our Very Eyes‖  Hebrews 1:1-3a 
Christmas Cards 

 
December 20th: 

―The Perfect Gift‖   Ezekiel 34: 1-16a 
Christmas Gifts 

Featuring the Christ-Now Youth Choir 
 
December 24th:   Christmas Eve  4:00p.m. 

―Christmas Eve at the Open Door‖ 
Nativity scenes 

 
Open Door’s Advent mission will be collecting small denomination gift cards for CASA advocates.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Rev. Valarie Englert at venglert@fumcrockwall.com or at  
972-771-5500.   

 

mailto:Venglert@fumcrockwall.com
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CHILDRENõS NEWS 

ADVENT ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

Saturday, December 5th 

        Saturday Night Alive 

        Christmas Shopping Day for parents of children with special needs 

        10am-4pm 

        At the church, reservations required 

 Sunday, December 6th 

        Children’s Christmas Musical 

        The Christmas Story: Through the Eyes of the Friendly Beasts 

        5:30pm  

        In the sanctuary 

 Friday, December 11th 

        Mission Possible Kids (for 1st – 6th graders) & GLOW Kids (for 4year olds –  

        kindergarteners) 

        Dinner, Mission works, and Fun      

        6:00pm-8:30pm 

        Parents’ Night Out for MP kids follows from 8:30pm-10:00pm 

 Saturday, December 12th 

        Breakfast with Santa 

        9:00am-11:00am 

        Pancake breakfast and a visit from you know who!!! 

        Bring your camera! 

Friday, December 18th 

        Cocoa and Caroling  

        6pm 

      Pizza Dinner, Gingerbread Contest, Caroling to Local Neighborhoods 

      Children, youth, families and friends are invited 
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Youth Calendar... 

 Middle School Madness! ~ 3:45-5:30 PM---------------------------------------------December 3rd 

Mission Possible Kids Babysitting ~ 8:30-10 PM------------------------------------December 11th 

Wesley-Rankin Care 4 Kids ~ 8 AM-5 PM--------------------------------------------December 12th 

Cocoa & Caroling 6:00PM---------------------------------------------------------------- December 18th 

Youth Christmas Party-------------------------------------------------------------------- December 20th 

No Sunday School or Evening Youth Activities------------------------------------- December 27th 

 

No Sunday School or Evening Youth Activities------------------------------------- January 3rd 

Middle School Madness! ~ 3:45-5:30 PM-------------------------------------------- January 7th 

Mission Possible Kids Babysitting ~ 8:30-10 PM---------------------------------- January 15th 

Great Days of Service ~ local mission opportunities------------------------------ January 15th-17th 

Girls Chrysalis Flight ~ for 10th-12th Grade----------------------------------------- January 16th-18th 

District UMYF @ FUMC Rockwall----------------------------------------------------- January 24th 

Mid-Winter Conference Retreat-------------------------------------------------------- January 29th-31st 

 

youth notes  
 Advent is upon us!  For the youth of our church this traditional season of waiting is more a season of doing  

and serving.  We have some neat opportunities to engage in ministry and service throughout this month.   

  
As we have done in years past, we again are helping with Wesley-Rankin’s Care 4 Kids event on  
December 12th from 8 AM—5 PM.  This is a great event in which we get to help people shop and wrap  
Christmas gifts for their children.  To go along with this, the Sunday night UMYF before on December 6th,  
we are going to go shop for gifts to bring for this great mission event.   
  
We also have two opportunities to partner with the children of our own church.  December 11th is our monthly  
Mission Possible Kids Babysitting mission opportunity from 8:30—10 PM.  This is a great chance where we  
get to provide an extended childcare to the children’s mission event beforehand.  Especially during this  
season, it is a great opportunity to let parents find much needed time to finish their Christmas shopping.   
  
Then Cocoa & Caroling is on Friday night December 18th.  This will be a great opportunity to celebrate this 
last day of school by going out and caroling for the home-bound members of our congregation.  This is an 
intergeneration family event so all are welcome to join us as we spread the joy of Jesus Christ!   
  
As always more up-to-date information can be found at our youth website—www.fumcrockwall.com/youth.   
  
It should prove to be a wonderful Advent season.  I think at least for the youth the waiting for the season will  
be in seeing all that God will be able to do through our offerings involved in all these mission opportunities.   
  

In His Service, 
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Looking For Youthful Talent!  
Our youth department is searching for adults to partner with us in ministry!  We have a vision to provide  

mentors and small group facilitators for each of our Sunday evening small groups.  Student leaders  

are in place and equipped to do most of the leadership – all that is needed are adults to come alongside  

& help guide and nurture.  All that is required is a love of youth & desire to see God do awesome ministry  

through our youngest church members!  All other training will be provided.  Great Youth Volunteers come  

in all shapes & sizes!  For more information seek out Rev. Paul Maletic– 972-771-5500 x22 or 

pmaletic@fumcrockwall.com.   

 

FaithBridge 
 
For FaithBridge Church, (A United Methodist Community and a Ministry of First United Methodist Church), 
Advent will end with a FaithBridge Family Fireside on Christmas Eve at 6:00 p.m. in the Commons in the Elizabeth 
Cameron Christian Education Building.  In the days and weeks leading up to our Family Fireside, FaithBridge will 
continue to worship and serve together.  In addition to worship and fellowship on Sunday mornings, FaithBridge 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ άƳƻǘƘŜǊέ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ CƛǊǎǘ ¦a/Φ  bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƛƭƭ 
FaithBridge utilize children and youth ministry opportunities, but FaithBridge will also be a part of the many 
seasonal mission activities here including Thanksgiving baskets for the Wilkinson Center and the giving tree for 
ǘƘŜ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5b! ƻŦ CƛǊǎǘ ¦a/ ƛǎ ƛƳǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ 
ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ άŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊέ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ CŀƛǘƘ.ridge. 
 
¢ƘŜ CŀƛǘƘ.ǊƛŘƎŜ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ƻŦ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻ 9ȄǇŜŎǘ ²ƘŜƴ LǘΩǎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣέ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ 
November 29.  
We'll spend these four Sundays examining what our hopes and dreams are for Christmas, for the New Year, and 

how life sometimes interrupts those hopes and dreams, replacing them with meetings and obligations.  During 

the Christmas season, we expect hope, joy, love, and peace.  Sometimes, we have to look extra hard to find those 

things, but the effort to search is worth it.       

                                                                         

Upcoming Bible Studies  
Watch for the Winter/Spring Bible Sudies Brochure Plan for the New Year! 

Sunday Evenings:   

The Psalms 4 weeks-Dr. Mickey Efrid Study 

Men’s Bible Study-TBA 

Revelation 10 weeks, Beth Moore Study 

ñBible Highlights: 

Tuesday Evenings: Romans 8 Weeks Dr. Mickey Efrid Wednesday Evenings: Women’s Bible  

Study, Beth Moore Study on the Prophets.  Lenten Study-24 Hours that Changed the World,  

 Adam Hamilton Study 7 weeks 

Thursday Morning – Lenten Study. 5 weeks 

Thursday Evening ï Kay Arthur Precepts on Matthew 

WOW -  Study of Proverbs on Monday night and  Wednesday mornings 

mailto:pmaletic@fumcrockwall.com
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Olan Mills Pictorial Directory 

Now Underway! 
Dates:  November,19 20 & 21 

December 7, 8 &17th 

     The ―at church‖ and online signup is 

now over.  An Olan Mills representative 

will be contacting you soon to set an 

appointment time. 

     To cancel and reschedule or to 

make an appointment please call 

1.800.866.2263, contract # 45983. 

     Additional portraits and frames can 

be order by calling 1.800.596.3731. 

 

Youth Poin settia Sale  
Support 2010 Mission Trips 

Purchase a poinsettia in honor or memory of 

loved ones.  Sales begin Sunday, November 29th 

through December 6, 2009.  Cost:  $15.00.  The 

poinsettias are used to decorate our sanctuaries 

through Christmas Eve. 

 

 

2010 Leadership Forum  
Saturday, February 6, 2010  

9:00 -1:00p.m. with lunch  

New committee leaders, chairpersons and 

Church Council members and anyone 

interested in learning about our future in 

ministry! 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

January 8, 2010 

SEND INFORMATION TO: 

e-letter@fumcrockwall.com 

Please remember to turn the lights off in the 

area you are leaving in the main building.  

The Education Building classrooms and 

restrooms have the only automatic lights. 


