® 6 6 6 O 6 6 O 6 O O O O O O O O 0 o

The First United Methodist Church
Connection

Getting connected within and beyond the First United Methodist Church of Rockwall

1200 E. Yellow Jacket, Rockwall, TX 75087 www.fumcrockwall.com Office 972.771.5500
February, 2010
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The Stations of t he Crosso

As we begin our Lenten Journey to Easter,
Our Holy Week and Good Friday will offer chances for meditation and reflection
of Jesusd journey from the garden to the t

| 6m mi ndf ul of our fi life statonssot pain, heartachea) distresss, and loss.our ney
Everybody has a story to share of the many stations in life through which we have journeyed an

emerged as stronger and more faithful disciples. The joy we have is that we know resurrection;

know the rest of the story; we know that the empty cross is not the énidinighe beginning!

Join us as we journey together to Easter!

Yogﬁtw Friend,
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b J, . . . Chancel Choir presents Palm Sunday Cantata
oou . o o \
i - The Chancel Choir will presentfi Si ng Pr ai s sithtorchedtrdoamm L or d o

. Palm Sunday, March 28 ™ at each of the worship services in the sanctuary.

" TO THE
[ﬂ " The texts for this music are all taken from the Psalms. It brings to life the
W : ~ beauty and passion of these eternal texts with choir and orchestra. The
ﬁ’{”.ﬁ?’”:,“”ifg’{/fpf | Psalms that are in this cantata are especially appropriate to the current events
‘ in our world and in our lives. Some are sung gently and quietly and others are
stirring and exciting. The orchestra for this cantata is made possible by the generous donations of
two families in our church, and the tithes and offerings of our congregation. | hope you will be there
on Palm Sunday, to worship through the music of A S



FINANCIAL NEWS

First United Methodist Church of Rockwall, Texas
Income & Expense Report; Budget vs. Actual

Ordinary Income/Expense

Net Income
As Of 02/11/2010

Income

Total Income

Expense

Total Expense

Building Use
Giving

Conference
Expense
Ministries &
Programs
SPRC

Office Admini-
stration
Trustees

01/01 -
02/11/2010 Budget $ Difference

4,055.42 60,000.00 -55,944.58
186,379.82 1,746,553.15 -1,560,173.33
190,435.24 1,806,553.15 -1,616,117.91
22,870.76 177,052.00 -154,181.24
4,355.24 116,120.00 -111,764.76
75,269.28 772,626.15 -697,356.87
4,365.92 46,755.00 -42,389.08
99,010.46 694,000.00 -594,989.54
205,871.66 1,806,553.15 -1,600,681.49
-15,436.42 0.00 -15,436.42

First United Methodist Church of Rockwall, Texas
Income & Expense Report; Budget vs. Actual

Ordinary Income/Expense

Net Income

Income

Total Income

Expense

Total Expense

Building Use
Giving

Conference
Expense
Ministries &
Programs
SPRC

Office Admini-
stration
Trustees

01/01 - 01/01 -

02/11/2010 02/11/2009 $ Change
4,055.42 9,580.00 -5,524.58
186,379.82 175,471.69 10,908.13
190,435.24 185,051.69 5,383.55
22,870.76 16,917.30 5,953.46
4,355.24 8,748.14 -4,392.90
75,269.28 72,839.65 2,429.63
4,365.92 4,248.99 116.93
99,010.46 95,544.86 3,465.60
205,871.66 198,298.94 7,572.72
-15,436.42 -13,247.25 -2,189.17

% of Budget

6.76%
10.67%
10.54%

12.92%

3.75%
9.74%

9.34%
14.27%
11.40%

100.00%

% Change

-57.67%
6.22%
2.91%

35.19%

-50.22%
3.34%

2.75%

3.63%
3.82%

-16.53%

By calendar, we have already used up 13.5% of the year (hard to believe). Fortunately, expenses are at 11.4% for the year

with income a little less at 10.5%. As with most years in the past, we are on track for expenses to exceed income by a slight

margin until the summer begins. Summer begins the time when the church relies on cash reserves to make up for a deficit

which can widen to over $100,000. As with last year, the deficit is made up in December. Our church is in a fortunate

position to be able to operate on the cash reserve and still meet and even exceed the annual apportionment responsibility.

Our safety net, the cash reserve, exceeds $130,000 this year as any income that exceeds expenses for the year are

applied to cash reserve. Your continuous and generous giving makes it possible First United Methodist to fully fund it's

missions and ministries. For any additional information; please contact Ty Galander, finance chair, (ty.gallander@me.com) or

Greg Humphries, Director of Finance & Administration (ghumphries@fumcrockwall.com).



MISSIONS AND MINISTRIES

Conqgreqgational Concerns and Joys

We celebrate the joy of baptism:
01/17 Jacob Koetter, son of Paul & Brigette Koetter
01/24 Lake Bennett, son of Byron & Stacey Bennett
02/07 Kendall Rae Roth, daughter of Douglas & Heather Roth
02/14 lan Michael Dierschke, son of Brandon & Catherine Dierschke
02/14 Jaxon Roy Fanara, son of Roy and Michelle Fanara

We Offer prayers of sympathy for the following families:
01/25 Ben Blythe, son of Mrs. Tommie Blythe, his daughter Christi Cheek and

sister, Lisa Manning

01/31 Bruce Hargrave upon the death of his father, Paul Hargrave
01/31 Daryl Smith upon the death of his brother, Delford Earl Smith, I
02/04 Margaret Owens upon the death of her brother, Alvin Mays
02/14 Mike York upon the death of his father, James York
02/21 Tina Rucker upon the death of her grandfather, Charles Blevins
02/16 Lisa Gilder upon the death of her grandfather, Kenneth Hope

Thank Yous

Congregation FUMC Rockwall February, 2010:
We want to tell you how much we appreciate the volunteers for donating their time,
effort, supplies to re -do our patient restrooms. They look beautiful and so clean!
Thank you for your Great Day of Service.

Crystal Rooney & Lesa Walker
Helping Hands Health Center

Congregation FUMC Rockwall:

What a wonderful, giving congregation your are!!! Because of your loving, generous do-
nations, we in the Society of St. Stephen, were blessed with resources to help 260 families for
2009. It is evident by the following report how your giving helped so many families in so
many ways. It is our prayer that these families felt the blessings of our Saviour and our
church through your GENEROUS donations. Please continue to pray for us.

Society of St. Stephen
Yearly Report of Disbursements for 2009

Category Assistance

Rent/Mortgage $9,162.80
Electric Bills $16,739.80,
Water Bills $4,855.83
Gasoline $261.53
Temporary Lodging $788.26
Food $115.17
Gas Bills $1,574.36
Medical Needs $456.49
Phone Bills $59.39
Vehicle Expenses $765.10
Christmas $1,200.00
Daycare $300.00
Total Disbursements $36,278.73




MISSION AND MINISTRIES

AGreat Days of Serviced a great thingé

More than 300 Serve Through the AGreat Days of Se
Church of Rockwall

Despite the wet and gloomy weekend weather, more than 300 people shared their time and talent to make a differ-
ence in the Rockwall community and beyond. Through #fAGr
Church of Rockwall, volunteers of all ages helped with more than 25 service projects January 1571 17.

Event Chair Susan Gall ander said, AOur goal was to c
jects as possible. And the turnout was amazing. o0

Mission activities accomplished include:

1 More than 600 pairs of new and gently worn shoes donated by church members were used to stock Crossroads
Community Services, an urban outreach of FUMC of Dallas, which had only three pairs of shoes on its shelves
prior to the delivery

T 233 ABirthday Blessingd cards created for children

T 321 fABusy Bagso assembled for hospitalized childre

T 84 blankets |l ovingly made by hand for distribution
provide a sense of security, warmth and comfort to children who are seriously ill, traumatized or in need

9 7 carloads of food collected and stocked for Rockwall County Helping Handsand 2 bathrooms remodeled at the
Helping Hands Health Center

9 40 volunteers cleaned up local parks

1 More than 20 loaves of bread baked and delivered to church members and others who are homebound

T 2 closets cleaned and organized at On ex-difendetssenablinge a s
them to adopt positive self-images as they try to find jobs

1 More than 40 people played bingo, sang and enjoyed crafts at area senior living centers

1 A dozen volunteers helped mulch the area around FUMC Rockwall

1 Hundreds of toiletries collected for women to distribute to women facing domestic abuse situations

1 More than 200 troops welcomed with 300 treat bags at DFW Airport

I 120-square-feet of tile installed at the Pregnancy Resource Center

1 Hundreds of books moved and sorted at Wesley Rankin Community Center in West Dallas

1 20 Habitat for Humanity helpers assisted on a new home in Royce City

1 Rockwall firefighters were fed a delicious lunch

1 5 new counselors were trained for Society of St. Stephen, which assists those in need in Rockwall County

1 Hundreds of homeless persons at the Stewpot in Dallas received breakfast

1 A group of volunteers sang to residents of Senior Care at Lake Pointe

1 Substitute drivers volunteered to deliver Meals on Wheels

iAs the Great Days of Service gained moment um, it qu

church respond to a call to help, serve, be a part, I|e
Rockwal |l Senior Pastor Joe Pool . AWhenever we serve, W

the name of Christ, but inevitably, it is we who arechanged Tand @ci t s great! o
Gallander says that the date for Great Days of Service for 2011 has been set. For more information on how you can
help be part of this mission project, contact Gallander at 972 -722-8907.
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Sewing machines whirred as volun-  Kaitlyn Stark and Lori Ullom help Volunteers clean up at The Shores
teers made blankets to distribute with Bingo at the Rockwall Housing Park.
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MISSION AND MINISTRIES

Haiti Earthquake Relief

Thank you for your generous response to the Disaster in Haiti. Over $18,000 was sent to the UMCOR (United
Methodist Committee on Relief) specifically for Haiti. 206 health kits were delivered to the Sager Brown Disaster
Depot in Baldwin, Louisiana. Watch for future opportunities to continue this effort.

UMW A Gr eat Bowl s of -offiAsugagssIChi | i Cook

Over 240 persons enjoyed a night of chili, music and fun!
sions. The winners are: Grand Champion: Irma Reid; Popular vote: Bryce Smith; 1% Runner-up: Tony Reid; 2"

Runner-up: Dale and Teddi Cherry; 3" Runner-up: Beverly Meacham. Thanks to our UMW for a wonderful eve-

ning!

The Connections Band: oSuper Hits of the
Net s 0 -Malarta Effort

Over 400 persons gathered for an evening of super music and fun! $5,065.31 was raised which equates to 506
anti-malaria nets to be distributed through UMCOR in third world countries where malaria continues to claim
lives. Thank you for your wonderful support!

India Mission Trip: Sandwich Lunch Project: Sunday, February 14,

2010

I'tés Valentines Day and what better -goesgndwichbag atgrwdrdhipl ove vy
services! All proceeds benefit our Mission Trip to India which leaves March 11, 2010.

San Juan Fellowship Tamale Sunday, March 14, 2010
Our Mission Initiative in Garland, the San Juan United Methodist Fellowship, funds their ministries through the
selling of tamales! You can buy them by the dozen, freeze them and enjoy them later!

Youth head to Cumberland Mountain, Tennessee: Spring Break Mis-

sion Trip

Support the youth in their mission trip to the Appalachia region of the United States. One of the poorest and
underserved areas of our country. The youth will be selling stock in support of their trip. Sale begins: Sunday,
February 21, 2010.

Lent and Easter Second Mile Offering
Our Second Mile Lent and Easter offering will benefit our Society of St. Stephen, which benefits our local families
in crisis, and our Mission Committeeds work throughout t

Open Door Lent Mission Project: Scrap Booking Supplies for CPS

The Open Door is sponsoring an effort to provide scrap booking supplies for the solo CPS caseworker for our

four county area. The scrap book supplies wild.l be used b
their journey with foster families and placements. School photos, report cards, awards and life mementos will be

placed in the Life Books, offering a portable and memorable way to provide a sense of home to children in tran-

sition. Items may be dropped off in the Open Door Welcome Area or the church office.

Camp Discovery Summer Literacy Program: Organizational Meeting:
Thursday, March 4, 2010, 7:00

Wedre putting together a team of persons interested in a
project are July 19-23, 2010. We need readers, helpers, crafts team, music, snack persons and additional help-
ers.

Fish Fry for fAOne Mandés Treasureo: Thurs
Tickets wildl be sold for a Fish Fry featuring fresh catf]
tickets wild.l be available beginning Sunday, March 7, 201/

for men recently released from the Texas Prison system.

SAVE THE DATE:
Shoes for Kids in August! Saturday, August 7, 2010



MISSION AND MINISTRIES

FaithBridge Church News =5 e

On October 11, 2009, First UMC launched a new daughter church for the express purpose of mak-
ing more disciples for Jesus Christ. Here is the latest news from FaithBridge Church, A United
Methodist Community AND a ministry of First UMC.

The new church continues to grow in terms of spirit and people on Sunday mornings. A culture of

invitation is being created in which people invite friends, neighbors, co -workers, and sometimes

complete strangers to come and share this new church and new life in Jesus Christ. One person
recently said, fAYou know, |l ately my | ife and my sc
way. 0 Thatés a great image for what is very commo
has affirmed that the ministries he has shared at FaithBridge and the ministry he has received from

FaithBridge has helped his superball come to a rest, even if only for a moment.

The latest sermon series was a three-part series about grace, with the Winter Olympics as a back-

drop. The next sermon series for Lent is all about giving. We are familiar with the concept of giv-

ing fiupd something for Lent: cof fee, or chocol at e
about those things that we might give fiawayo, or g
these sermon series online at www.faithbridgechurch.net.

FaithBridge Church wants every person to be able t

church. o To that end, you are invited to figive Fa
friends, even your Sunday school class, and worship at FaithBridge Church for a Sunday or two.
Youodll be glad you did. Wor ship starts at 10: 30 a

in north Rockwall.

Lenten Worship at the Open Door:

AThis s OQOur Storyo
Holy Communion shared Each Sunday during Lent.

Open Door 6s L e nstcdlactindg/scraps bookimg materials  for our
area CPS caseworker, who covers four counties. These materials will be used to
makeid L i f e b toofdsterachildren.

nbDl SCOVERI NG GOD THROUGH PRAYE/

AfBl essed are the merciful for they shall obt
(Marthew 5:7)
If someone has wronged you, perform an act of mercy. God will heal you both. Devote
this month to healing old hurts, performing acts of kindness. Ask God to help you
and you will be truly blessed.

FUMC of Roeckwall

I n Godds service
The Prayer Team (TPT)



http://www.faithbridgechurch.net

MISSION AND MINISTRIES

Church Attendance

Date Total Yr. Yr. Ago
January 17, 2010 842* 864
January 24, 2010 855 864
January 31, 2010 822 818
February 7, 2010 910 850
February 14, 2010 800 914

* GDS-Nursing Home & Stewpot

Library News

New Books:

How To Prayd the Best of John Wesley on Prayer

Jerusal embés Traitor by Desmond Seward
First Things First by Kurtz & Brenda Warner

Talking with God in Old Age by Missy Buchanan

The Y Factor by Liam Roberts

Donations:

The Letter to the Romas by Wm. Barclay
Bookends by Liz Curtis Higgs

The 5 People Ya Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom
Memoirs of Pontius Pilate by James R. Mills

Greetings from the Ark!
The Ark has had a wonderful year so far and we are looking forward to a very busy Spring!

Please mark your calendars for the following events:
March 8 - all Butter Braid orders are due (call The Ark if you missed sign-up
Sunday, Feb. 28th)
March 8 & 9 - Rodeo Roundup
March 12 - 21 - Spring Break
March 28 - Butter Braid pick-up in the east hallway of building A.
- you will also have an opportunity to "Quack" your friends, relatives and enemies!
March 29 & 30 - Pony Pictures
April 1 - The "Quacking" begins!!

Preschool and Sun & Fun Enrollment is orgoing. To get enrollment information and forms
please log on to our website: www.thearkrockwall.com

Laurie




