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“The view from the inside looking out...”

Most images of the empty tomb on Easter are from the outside looking
into the tomb. There lay the folded burial cloths and the empty tomb.

It is rare to find a view from the inside looking out. I wonder how

our lives would be different if we claimed the resurrection power of Christ to move beyond
and outside our tombs of despair, heartache, anguish, anger — and into the light and life of
Christ beyond the tombs in which we dwell?

Sometimes, the security of the tomb is a tempting place to dwell. The light and life beyond our
personal tombs can be a scary place. Thank God Jesus went first. Thank God for Christ — that
gives us resurrection power to move into the light and life beyond all despair and defeat!

Sometimes, the view looking out is scary and to move out takes the power of Christ within us.

I invite us to journey this season of Easter beyond where we are to where God intends us to
be.

Your Pastor and Friend,

P loel

Easter Sunday Schedule
6:30a.m. Sunrise Service outside the Flowerbox next to Resthaven on Highway 66

Worship Services at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in Sanctuary, Building A
Open Door Services at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in The Commons, Building B

(Holy Communion at both services)
At 9:30 and 11am in the Open Door Service




FINANCIAL NEWS

First United Methodist Church of Rockwall, Texas

As of 03/10/2010
Income/Expense
Income

Income and Expense Comparison, This Year to Last

Building Use
Giving

Total Income

Expense

Conference Expense

Ministries & Pro-
grams

SPRC

Office Administration
Trustees

Total Expense

Net Income

As of 03/10/2010
Income/Expense
Income

YTD 2010 YTD 2009 $ Change
$12,166.26 $14,420.00 -$2,253.74
$304,607.06 $318,364.72 -$13,757.66
$316,773.32 $332,784.72 -$16,011.40
$38,784.60 $30,259.14 $8,525.46
$10,837.82 $12,286.66 -$1,448.84
$139,205.75 $118,167.61 $21,038.14
$6,911.98 $9,954.95 -$3,042.97
$150,942.23 $149,065.17 $1,877.06
$346,682.38 $319,733.53 $26,948.85
-$29,909.06 $13,051.19 -$42,960.25

First United Methodist Church of Rockwall, Texas

Income and Expense, Budget vs. Actual

Building Use
Giving

Total Income

Expense

Conference Expense

Ministries & Pro-
grams

SPRC

Office Administration
Trustees

Total Expense

Net Income

YTD 2010 Budget $ Remaining

$12,166.26 $60,000.00
$304,607.06  $1,746,553.15

-$47,833.74
-$1,441,946.09

$316,773.32 $1,806,553.15 $1,489,779.83

$38,784.60 $177,052.00 -$138,267.40
$10,837.82 $116,120.00  -$105,282.18
$139,205.75 $772,626.15  -$633,420.40
$6,911.98 $46,755.00 -$39,843.02
$150,942.23 $694,000.00  -$543,057.77

$346,682.38 $1,806,553.15 $1,459,870.77

-$29,909.06 $0.00 -$29,909.06

% Change

-15.63%
-4.33%
-4.82%

28.17%

-11.80%
17.80%

-30.62%
1.25%
8.42%
-329.23%

% of Budget

20.28%
17.44%

17.54%

21.91%

9.33%
18.02%

14.78%
21.75%

19.19%
0.00%
19.23% of

Year Elapsed

For further information on the budget or finances of First United Methodist Church, please contact Ty Gallander

(Finance Chair) at ty.gallander@me.com or Greg Humphries (Director of Finance and Administration) at

ghumphries@fumcrockwall.com.



MISSION AND MINISTRIES

2000 Hearts with One Purpose

Because members of our church have responded to the call of Christ upon their lives, we are helping to
carry out His work in India, the Cumberland Mountains in Tennessee, Voronezh Russia, the Congo, Argentina, Dal-
las, Oak Cliff, Garland, Waco, San Antonio, Mexico, Rockwall, and in other places too numerous to mention. Be-
cause Christ is alive in the hearts of members of our church, we pray consistently for others, we help provide liter-
acy instruction, we put shoes on kids feet, we deliver elder care, we clothe men needing a fresh start after being in
prison, we deliver Christmas gifts to the Methodist Children’s Home, and much, much more.

Because we have 2000 hearts open to the call of Christ, God is moving many of us toward new ways to wit-
ness to our commitment to Him. Many of us will be called to leave our “personal comfort zones” to respond. We
may stumble a little bit, but I am convinced that as we move forward in Christ, He will pick us up and dust us off,
and encourage us back into the saddle. Fear of falling should never be a barrier to serving Christ.

Is God calling you forward in service? If so, please know that our pastoral staff and our lay leadership are
anxious to help and encourage your response. Perhaps you have visited the church website at http://
fumcrockwall.com/397247.ihtml and discovered a mission you would like to join. If so, we can put you in touch with
the members who are leading those missions. Perhaps you have a new mission you would like to lead. We are in-
terested in knowing that as well. Our “Great Days of Service” project this year grew out of the heart of a member
who felt led to provide local mission support.

My encouragement for you is to respond to Christ’s personal call on your life. Perhaps this is the time where
you must focus solely on your relationship with Him. If so, let us pray beside you. Perhaps it is time to take action.
If so, let us help. My personal testimony is that I grow closer to Jesus when I stop to listen to His call on my life,
and respond.

Bob Brown, Your Lay Leader and Friend

India Mission Trip Returned Sunday, March 21, 2010
Look for report in next month’s edition of “The Connection”

Youth Mission Trip to Cumberland Mountain, Tennessee returned Saturday,
March 20, 2010

Look for report in next month’s edition of “The Connection”

San Juan Fellowship Tamale Sunday, March 14, 2010
Thank you for your support of our sister congregation in Garland. 142 dozen tamales were purchased to help this
United Methodist Fellowship continue to grow.

Lent and Easter Second Mile Offering
Our Second Mile Lent and Easter offering will benefit our Society of St. Stephen, which benefits our local families in
crisis, and our Mission Committee’s work throughout the year. Please give generously!

Shoes for Kids Organizational Meeting: Monday April 19, 2010, 6:00 p.m.

It's time to assemble our leadership team of called persons to begin preparation for our 9™ annual Shoes for Kids
Mission project. This year's date is Saturday, August 7, 2010. Come and join Amy Conner, Director, and Joe Pool as
we assemble our team and make plans for another great day of service.

May is RED SHOE MONTH. .. I n support -<afdollafl benefitsiSBKk Ki ds

Bl ood Drive: Sunday, April 18, 2010ééeRoll wup you

Camp Discovery Summer Literacy Program: July 19-23, 2010

Next team meeting: Thursday, April 15 or 22, 2010. Watch weekly bulletin announcements for updates! We have
our leadership team in place but always have room for more! Questions or additional information: Susan Hansley,
shansley@sbcglobal.net, or Joe Pool, jpool@fumcrockwall.com.

Mission Leader Training for VIM (Volunteers in Mission)

Future mission trip leaders, if you desire to learn more about leading a mission team/mission trip, join the North
Texas Conference United Methodist Volunteers in Mission to prepare for future trips. Saturday, April 10 or May 8,
2010, North Texas Conference Ministry Center, 500 Maplelawn Drive, Plano 75075. Cost is $20.00 and space is lim-
ited. Call or e-mail Mariji Bishir, 1-800-969-8201 or bishir@ntcumc.org.


http://fumcrockwall.com/397247.ihtml
http://fumcrockwall.com/397247.ihtml

CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES

Palm Sunday Processionals

All children are invited to participate in our Palm Sunday Processionals on Sunday, March 28, 2010 at all three of
our traditional services in the Sanctuary, 8:15am, 9:30am, & 11:00am; and at our Open Door Service at 11:00am
in the Commons.

Hop on Over for our Church-wide

s Easter Egg Hunt
— > 99
-~ Saturday, April 3™

10am — 12pm
L. Age Level Egg Hunts  aBounce House
L Live Bunnies & Chicks |- Crafts and Activities

We will thankfully receive your generous donations of plastic, candy filled eggs. You may place your donations in
the collection bins near the doors of both buildings.

2010 Confirmation Class and Faith Partners

Sam Bridges — Randy Wolf Ally Smith—Holly Sanford

Ethan Akins — John Meacham Hayden Tinkle — Rich Thompson

Ian Bentley — Art Akard Ethan Smith — Bruce Hargrave

Kyle Cheek — Mack Huffaker Ben Smithers — Chad Meacham

Cate Ghormley — Shirley Womack Garrett Swiney — Matt Wilson

Mallory Goucher — Beverly Meacham Hannah Swiney — Courtenay Bridges
Daniel Gregg — Carl Alsabrook Conner Vaughan — Wayne Fisher
Natalie Krusz — Melissa Bloom Meris Wagner — Tammy Long

Zacc Marek — Jack Robinson Charlie Warren — Jack Eidson

Nathan Mathura — Steve Lowry Mary Kinsey Warren — Sheri Deaton
Laura Perez — Catherine Dierschke Sam Warren — Jerry McCulley

Austin Peveler — Larry Womack Sage Wells — Marcine McCulley

Sarah Pulatie — Susan Robinson Emma Hudgins — Faithbridge member
Bryce Pope — Justin Foley Caroline Rahm — Faithbridge member

Austin Sargent—Kevin Deaton

Confirmation Service
2010 Confirmation Class to be confirmed
Saturday, April 24, 2010, 5:00p.m.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

We would like to welcome the newest members to our church family

Jared, Mary Beth, Isaias and Gideon
Bement joined on
March 14




YOUTH MINISTRIES

Youth 2010 Dates...

iMiddle School Madness! ~ 3:45-5:30 PM April 1%
Sunrise Band Rehearsal ~ 10:30 AM-12:30 PM April 3
Sunrise Service Rehearsal ~ 1-2:30 PM April 3™
Easter Sunrise Service ~ youth led & inspired ~ 6:30 AM  ---------mmmmmmmmmm- April 4"
No Sunday Evening Youth Activities April 4"
Mission Possible Kids Babysitting ~ 8:30-10 PM April 9"
Welcome Cook-Out for 6™ Graders ~ 6-8 PM April 25t
iMiddle School Madness! ~ 3:45-5:30 PM May 6
Youth Garage Donations ~ beginning Sunday & throughout week------------ May 9"
Mission Possible Kids Babysitting ~ 8:30-10 PM May 14"
Youth Garage Sale ~ 8 AM-2 PM May 15"
Bridgeport Summer Camp Registration & Payment Deadline------------------- May 15"
Senior Sunday May 16"
Summer Kick-Off Lock-In ~ @ Group Dynamix May 28™-29t"
No Sunday Evening Youth Activities May 30

youth notes

I admit Lent sneaked up on me this year. All of sudden I was in the midst of pancakes we were serving the con-
gregation before the Ash Wednesday service, and realized that my personal preparations for Easter should
begin. But of course the question that I knew I was wondering and I hope we all have a chance to ask at some
point this Lenten season is, what does that mean for me? Where is my Lenten journey taking me this year?

I know collectively for our youth part of this journey is the letdown of our cancelled Sky Ranch Retreat. Despite
this setback, I know that God still has amazing plans for us this Spring. Between our Spring Break Mission Trip, to
the youth-led Easter Sunrise Service on April 4" @ 6:30 AM in the new location of the gardens behind The Flower
Box, to our introductions to our newest confirmation class that will come to fruition in late April when they join our
church and youth group, there is much stirring and moving admist our youth group.

I look forward to our steady progress to the beauty of Easter and the glorious spring & summer we have before
us!

As always more up-to-date information can be found at our youth website—www.fumcrockwall.com/youth.

In His Service,
m

Greetings from the Ark!

Please mark your calendars for the following events:

March 28 - Butter Braid pick-up in the east hallway of building A.

March 29 & 30 - Pony Pictures
Preschool and Sun & Fun Enrollment is ongoing. To get enrollment information and forms, please log on to our
website:  www.thearkrockwall.com
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MISSION AND MINISTRIES

Palm Sunday at the Open Door:
A Service of Palms, Music, and Communion, including a children’s palm processional
Easter Sunday:
Two Open Door services at 9:30 and 11:00 in The Commons
“Revisiting the Garden” John 20:1-18
Rev. Valarie Englert preaching, Holy Communion at both services
Sunday, April 11:

It's “Bring-a-Friend” Sunday at the Open Door! Everyone is encouraged to being a friend!

Daor

FUMC of Rockwall

Save the Date! ! !
4/17/10

UMW Tea and Style Show
Come for High Tea and an exhibition of the latest styles from Belk
Date: Saturday, April 17, 2010
Time: 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Cost: $10
Mark your calendar so you don’t miss the fun!
Tickets available in the Church Narthex,
the ECCEB Coffee Area and weekly in the Church Office

ADlI SCOVER!I NG GOD THROUGH PRAYERO
“Lord Teach Us to Pray”

(Luke 11:1)
Luke tells us that as Jesus was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples
said to Hi m: ALord teach us to prayo. Let i

truths that Jesus came into the world to teach and illustrate. Are we not encouraged to pray
because of our relationship with God? We are not only encouraged to pray as individuals but
also, to be a praying congregation interceding for one another. The Scriptures tell us that

I n Godbés service,
The Prayer Team (TPT)

Church Attendance

Date 8:15 9:30 11:00| Open Door| Total Yr. Yr.
Ago
February 21, 2010 117 188 401 77 783 893
February 28, 2010 122 155 447 75 799 786
March Z_2010 125 212 494 75 Q06 765
March 14,2010 ag 114 321 50 621%* 787
*India Mission Trip 12
*Youth Mission Trip 26

MUSIC NEWS!
@@ﬁ LL The youth choir is busy working on their productionof # Gods pel | . 0

They will take it on tour to churches in Austin and San Antonio this
summer and then perform for our congregation on June 25, 26 and 27.

The Chil dr e widperfo@rmtleir spring musical, i Roami ndé Thr ou @mSuRlayma n|s ¢

April 25" at 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
The Rockwall Ch i i sing m 6us woBshipservices on Sunday, April 25" during the
11:00 a.m. worship service.

t

for feveryone who asks, receives, and he who
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MISSION AND MINISTRIES

Reverend Valarie Englert Appointment Announced

Bishop Earl Bledsoe has announced the appointment of Rev. Valarie Englert to the pastorate of the First
United Methodist Church in Commerce, Texas effective July 1, 2010.

Rev. Englert has served our First United Methodist Church since June, 2003. She has been an integral
part of the growth of our church in every area of her ministry. We have been honored to have Val as a part
of our congregation and staff.

There is no greater honor for us than to be able to say that we are and were a part of a ministry journey
of someone, like Val, who is sent to pastor a church.

I will be working with Bishop Bledsoe, the North Texas Conference Cabinet and our Staff-Parish Rela-
tions Committee regarding the appointment of a new Associate Pastor.

We celebrate Val's time with us and will have opportunity to express our appreciation to her in the days
ahead.

We ask for your prayers of guidance as we prepare for this time of transition.

Joe Pool

Congregational Concerns and Joys

We celebrate the joy of baptism:
03/07 William Patrick Warren, son of David & Cara Warren
03/07 Ian Joshua Farlik, son of John & Kim Farlik
03/14 Aybrie Jaye Kelly, daughter of Casey & Crystie Kelly

We Offer prayers of sympathy for the following families:
Rodney Pruitt at the death of his father Charles Pruitt in DeKalb, Texas
George Boyles upon the death of his mother, Ruby Boles
To the family of Freddie Parker on her death

Greg Humphries achieves AFellow in Church

The General Council on Finance and Administration of the United Methodist Church has certified Greg
Humphries, Director of Finance and Administration of the First United Methodist Church in Rockwall, as having
completed the course of study and met all the requirements of the Professional Training and Standards Com-
mittee of the United Methodist Association of Church Business Administrators and is therefore a “Certified”
United Methodist Church Business Administrator. Greg accomplished post graduate level study at Candler
School of Theology at Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia, over several summers, conducted a jury reviewed
research project and additional post graduate level studies. Congratulations to Greg Humphries!

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASS

Want to know more about the United Methodist Church? About where we came from and what we
believe? Then come join our Adult Confirmation class on Wednesdays in April. This class is intended
for those who grew up in other traditions and did not have the opportunity to be confirmed in the
United Methodist church as sixth graders. We will meet on April 7, 14, and 21 at 6:30 pm in the Seekers
Sunday school Classroom, Cameron Building. The study will culminate with a special worship service on
Saturday, April 24.

Please contact Rev. Valarie Englert at venglert@fumcrockwall.com with any questions or to register. You
may register on the church website, www.fumcrockwall.com , or by calling the church office at
972/771-5500.

Kitchen Spring Cleaning

As you may have noticed, we are starting the spring with a very clean kitchen. Thank yous go to Carolyn
Florence and Marion Miller, our "kitchen mavens". The goal is to keep the kitchen clean on a continual
basis. When we use it, it should be left as clean or cleaner than before you used it. An additional aid is an
instruction manual, complete with pictures, for use of the commercial kitchen equipment we have. Remem-
ber, let's "keep it clean".

Busi

n


mailto:venglert@fumcrockwall.com
http://www.fumcrockwall.com

Prayer Emphasis Sunday
Sunday, May 2, 2010
All worship services

Service of Prayer and Healing

Sunday, May 2, 2010, 7:00 p.m.
Sanctuary, Main Building

Library News |

L
New Books: 10 4
“Finding Christmas” by James Calvin Schaap DVD: | 15

“The Christmas Dog” by Melody Carlson “The Last Sineater” by Francine Rivers .,
“A Lineage of Grace” by Francine Rivers K i

“"Redeeming Love” by Francine Rivers

Donations:

“Anointed, Transformed, Redeemed” by Shiver, More, Arthur
“"Mrs. Hunters Happy Death” by John Fanestil

“Captivating” by John & Stasi Eldredge

Recycling Team Leader Needed...
If you feel called to be “green” and help with our recycling efforts, see Jennifer Potter;
jpotter@fumcrockwalllcom. A person is needed to collect and ship printer cartridges and cell phones.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE-April 14, 2010
SEND INFORMATION TO: e-letter@fumcrockwall.com
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